
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Washington County 
Historical Society 

Fayetteville, Arkansas 

Bulletin #9 
1955 

W.J. Lemke, Editor 

Washington County Historical Society 
118 E. Dickson 

Fayetteville, Ar 72701 

Early Settlers of Cane Hill 

by 
Ellen Earle Richardson 

_I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ; 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
·, 

:~ 
I' 

-~---~,~~ 

W A S H I N G T 0 N C 0 U N T Y H I S T 0 R I C A L S 0 C I E T Y 

EARLY SETTLERS OF CANE HILL 

by 

ELLEN EARLE RICHPRDSON 

Number 9 in the Bull.etin Series published by the 
Washington County Historical Society 

Fayetteville, Arkansas 
1955 

W. J. Lemke, editor 



I 
1• 
I I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

<.~ ' 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

FOREWORD 

Mrs. Ellen Earle Richardson wrote these recollections of 
old Cane Hill about 1940, with the intention of publishing 
them in book form. Years of illness, ending with her death 
in 1953, prevented their publication. The manuscript, which 
is in the possession of her son, Dr. Fount Richardson, is in 
finished form and is being published in our Bulletin Series 
just as she wrote it. 

Because Mrs.·Richardson was herself a direct descendant of 
the Buchanans, one of the earliest Cane Hill families, and 
the daughter of Rev. F. R. Earle, president of Cane Hill 
College, she was eminently qualified to tell the story of 
this historic Washington County community. Besides her 
ancestry, Mrs. Richardson had other qualifications for writ­
ing the story of Cane Hill. She had collected documents, 
letters, photographs, and other material -- much of which is 
now in the keeping of the Library of the College of the 
Ozarks at Clarksville. Also, she had a flair for historical 
writing, as is shown by her articles in newspapers, the Ark­
ansas Historical Quarterly, and other periodicals. 

The Washington County Historical Society honored Mrs. 
Richardson in 1953 by presenting her with the citation of 
"Distinguished Citizen", in recognition of her illustrious 
ancestry and her devotion to the cause of pioneer history. 
It is fitting that the Washington County Historical Society 
publish her account of 11 The Early Settlers of Cane Hill." 

I myself received my introduction to the romantic history 
of Washington County from this gracious lady and I consider 
it an honor to have had a part in the publication of her 
manuscript. 

Fayetteville, Arkansas 
January 1955 

-- W. J. Lemke 
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Mrs.Richardson 

Ellen Earle Richardson, who wrote this history of the early settlers, 
churches and schools of Cane Hill, was the granddaughter of John and 
Ellen (Crawford) Buchanan, who were among the earliest settlers in 
Washington County. 

Mrs. Richardson• s mother was Amanda Buchanan, who graduated frCJil the 
Ladies 3'!rninary at Oxford, Miss., and.Mt.Holyoke Seminary. She was an 
instructress in Cane Hill College when her futur~· husband, F.R.Earle, 
arrived in 1859 to assume the presidency of the cbllege. Major-Earle 
served in the Confederate army. After the war he returned as president 
-A· Cane Hill College and became an influenti<al figure in church and 
,educational activities in Arkansas. 

. 17 
.Ellen Earle was born at Cane Hil1. Sept. -20; 1672. -She graduated in 

music from :the Female S:lminary in Lebanon, Tenn., in 1892. She then 
taught in Texas, where she was married to .J.A.Richardson. She returned 
to Cane Hill after her husband's death in l905; moved to Fayetteville 
in 1914 to put her sons in the University; later lived in the old home 
at.Cane Hill. · 

On her·8lst birthd~y, September 29., 1953, in the presence of a large 
gathering of her friends· arid n.eighbors, Mrs •. Richardson received the 
"Distinguished Citizen" .citation from .the Washington County Historical 
Society. Miss Jobelle Holcombe, in presenting the citation, said of 
the honoree: "Anyone who ·can read the ·story of her life and her ser­
vice must ·find there an inspiration from a character so worthy of 
emulation." 

.3 
Mrs. "Richardson ·died on :Qctober-Z.-1 195.3. She sleeps in the old Cane 

'···Hill-burying ground among her pioneer ancestors. 

I 
li 
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SOME EARLY SETTLERS AT CANE HILL 

When Jacob Pyeatt was building his home at Crystal Hill, one of the 
French settlers came by and, stopping to talk a while, told Mr. Pyeatt 
he was placing the new house too close to the river, that it would be 
in danger from floods if bu:l!Jt ati that place. Pointing to a tree near 
·by, he said he had seen flood waters come up around the roots of that 
tree. This seemed very unlikely to Mr. Pyeatt as he looked at the dis­
tance between the house and the river, and he knew his river-bottom 
land was good rich land and would grow fine crops. So he followed his 
own inclinations and let the warning go un?:eeded. 

F+oods will come, though, in spite of settlers' hopes of escaping 
them, and there were seasons when crops were overflowed, sometimes 
.completely washed away. Sometimes houses too were carried off by the 
river. Of course there were fine trees standing to furnish logs for a 
new house, and neighbors were good about helping with a house-raising. 
But, losing a home and well-cleared fields is no light matter even in 
a new country where land is to be had for the taking· and where tall 
trees to make fine logs for· _buildings may be had for the cutting. 

When such experiences were repeated a few t:ilnes, the dwellers in ·'the 
river bottoms began to yearnfor higher ground, for hilly land, such 
as the country north of the Boston Mountains was said to be. Another 
reason for wanting to go was that they thought their poor dririking 
water was to blame for their "chills", while in the new country, · so 

·they had heard, there were fine cold springs of pure water, and plenty 
of them, so that each one might have a home'with a spring on it, and 
everybody would have better health. Then too, the love of.adventure 
was in their blood, and here was a dare. 

From time to time while they lived at Crystal Hill, travelers froin 
older settlements would come, visit for a while, and then g~ on up the 

·Arkansas River to find new homes farther .on. In 1876· when people were 
. ·asked to collect and preserve ·early history, Major Bill.lllgsley wrote: 

11My father with two other familie~ moved from Middle Tennessee -
Charles Adams and Samuel Williams -- six in each family, making 1n all 
eighteen persons. It was in 1814 we came to the Post of.Arkansas in a 
.flat boat. There we exchanged our flat boat for a keel boat. We made 

: 'our way the best we could until we got to the Cadron where we found 
one of ·my father's brothers. who had moved from.Kentucky l.ri an early 

. day. We stayed. there one year, . then lie moved to Big Mulberry in 1816. 
·we numbered about eighteen families ai1d lived there · two years in all 
the luxuries of life "!;hat a new country could afford, such as" buffalo 
and bear, deer and elk meat,. and. fish and honey~ ·We had all things in 
·common. We had no doctors nor _lawyers in those happy days. We had no 
taxes to pay but county tax; the general governm~nt paid all the rest. 11 

The county the Major speaks of was CrBWford County and at that time 
covered most of the northwest quarter of the state. 

::·.·Rev. John Buchanan also wrote of the early settlements extending 
along the Arkansas River and along some of its tributaries.; 
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Judge Jesse Turner, in an address given in 1876, said of these pion­
eers, 11It is no disparagement to others to say, speaking as a whole, 
that in point of character, worth and intelligence, they have not been 

.. surpas~ed .l:?Y. .·tlJ1y succeeding tide of emigration· that· !=lVer set towfll'd 
<Ar~ans.as ·from that· day to this. 11 . ._ ..... 

.::.·: These .. pi~n~ers :Were friends and neighbors, though their. ~~~,:~~ht 
.J?.e 50, 75 or 100 miles apart. Their fathers in an earlier daY.: ~a~·":~­
. grated together from old states in the East. Alfred Carnapan. teJ,.f...s.: 9f 
.. that, in a leaflet he published some years ago. He 13~y~·:·, .. · ,:: .. ; .. ·. 

"Shortly after the Revolutionary War, two men~ Buchai:i~::and Drake, 
went from Charleston, South Carolina, to "spy out 11 the,.Cll:filbe:r;;Land 
country, near or on the line between Kentucky and .. Tenne~s.ee. '.l'he~,:w.ere 
pleased with the country in what is now Logan County; Kentucky,:., .. and 
fixed on a region on Gasper River)'" not far ··.from th_e presen~ ·~p}mty 
seat of Logan County. On returnirig .. they organized an e:nigrapt . .tra,~, 
with Charleston as the rendezvous:~. There were 156· wagons ;i.r) "the -tra;i.n. 
·Among the family names were the ·roll6Wing: · Buchanan, Carn;:i.han, .Py~~tt, 
:Shannon, Billingsley, White, Blair,· Newton, :'P~rter, Pre'ston, -~~, 
Marrs, and most likely, Morrow;·· Tennant, Pylant, Garvin and 1'1axwell. 
These are the ancestors of the people of the same n~~ in ,~orthw,est 
~kansas. 11 · • • .. ... · • •• •... ••• .. 
. From Tennessee .arid K~ntucky:· .a -~eat·many of these fani:ilie·s came to 

-t.he set tleinent s ~t'. the · Po st and· at·' Crystal Hill and along ·the Arkansas 
:£liver. They.could.visit each other occasionally, going eit~er by boat 
or overland on horseback, and after Major Bradford came."'B:s CoJIDDander 
of the Post at Fort Smith in 1817 they could send letter·s back and 
forth. Bradford used to send a boat down the river to the Post/.of Ark­
ansas to get mail and it took only about three weeks· foi the round 
trip. Arkansas Post had a postoffice at that time nam~d "Arkansas. 11 

.': .. . 

When it was known that the Cherokees weire \o Pe ~oved west ..... ~r~. 
their lands north of the river, these Crystal Hiller~. who. had.beel,l 
t:r:oubled by floods, and who had had 11 chills11 at various tilnes, sent 
two young men, James Buchanan and Guilford Pylant (th,en 19. years ~id), 
in the year 1826 ,to look over the country soon to be .9pene0.' .f qr set­
tlement by whit.es,,:.and to bring back a·report of it's pos~i~lit.ies. 

• •• !• ; . • ' ; 

· In the summer pf that year they came to· Cane. Hill'.· Q.ne acc_oilnt says 
they came to. Bate!3ville and then west froni ·there.· ·"f¢!.yw~y, they came 
from the east, co)Dipg across the McColloch 'place·;·," inif s~oppi.rig. for a 
w:;.ie at· the. present site of ·the. vi.J.l'age o"f Cane :HiJ.i. '..From t~.er~ .they·. 
followed the paths of wild: animals ·_t<; a ·poirit. ·,.ri.ea;r .wh13te Lipcoln is 
ngw· •. l!lere , th~y. ,loo~~d out over the :·Rhea va.J.ley ~ :Then they tll,rri~~ .east. 
arid. c.ail).~ .to ·the. spring at Prairie Grove .. ,. This·''~pring .. :P+e~sed .. the.in so.:. 
muc.h .:tha.t they. c!1ose the land ar.oUrid "it as a home ·fox_ R~v. Andrew ' 
Bti~h?lfan.';, ,a brother to. James,-· who had as.ked·-them .~-'t'o ·find hini a· plac·e 
wfiere the land was level and where there was a spring. . .: . - ·.: ... 

·'i'lie r~~rt·. they .. :qarri~ b~~,k mu~t h~ve· be.~n· ··a· be~iing· on~··,- ro~ . 
almost all of the Crystal Hill colony and many pf those . .f~he! ea~t 
lf;!ft the,i,r hon;ies.,:and. ·their .. cleared 'field'i:f"·and 'caiiie to the"il:ew'· count'tjr.~. " 

_.:: ..... ; : . . . . . - . . :. . . . . [ . ...... . . : . . . ~ . . . ·.· ... 
• • . •• • ·.1 .. ; 
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That same yea!' James Buchanan came back to Cane Hill and built the 
double log hou_se near where the White Church stands now, in which he 
and his wife, Betsy Wooddy Buchanan, lived out their days. Guilford 
Pylant came back at a later time. 

A little earlier than this, some families had settled in the section 
where Evansville now is. There were two Simpson families, ancestors of 
the Simpsons at Morrow Town and of the Brewster and Marlar families; 
two McGarrahs, a Shannon and John Alexander, all of whom have descend­
ants in Northwest Arkansas. This was still Indian country in 1826 and 
a company .of soldiers from Fort Gibson was sent to remove the White 
settlers·. The soldiers had. the white families move their household 
goods out of their houses ready to be carted away, cut down the grow­
ing corn with their swords, and, satisfied that they had done their 
duty, rode back to· ·Fort Gibson. 

When they were out of sight, the settlers moved their furnishings. 
back into their homes, put the corn into shocks, and went on living as· 
before. Congress soon passed the act opening the land to settlement, 
so all they had to do was to wait a while and soon they were settlers 
instead of squatters. 

Early in 1827 the Crystal Hil).ers packed up and sta'rted for the new 
home. They would need to get ·some.planting done, and they wanted to· _be 
here iri time_ for work in the spring. It is said that the Pyeatts; whq_ 
stopped in the valley around Morrow, reached that place in February_ 
and that the !sh family was already there. · The !sh place was the one 
where Hugh Evans and his family lived for a long time. Hugh' s mother 
was an Ish 0 The Parks and Dykes of Fo;rt Smith are descended from the 
Ish 'ra.m.iiy. · 

.S.ome of the party came through the country, bringing cattle, horses, 
mules, -sheep and goats, and some came on keel boats up the Arkansas 
bringing with them household good~, farming tools, looms and spinning 

.wheels. Those who came by keelbo~t landed where Van Buren is now, and 
··there joined the party that had come through by land. Now ail their 
goods must be ·10aded on pack horses and all the people themselves must 
travel horseback, for there were no wagons in this first caravan nor 
were there a-riy roads for a wagon to follow - nothing but a tr Bil 
marked by blazes~ 

Women carried their babies in their laps and older chil~en "rode 
behind~" Looms were taken apart and packed, with the heavier parts 
left behind, for there were good cabinet makers in the party who could 
replace missing pieces. The large wheel of the spinning wheel was 
usually strapped on the side o:f a horse. The flax wheels, reels, their 
furniture, the kitchen utensils, everything must be packed for lea.di.rig 
on the pack horses • 

. Tucked away somewhere in their bundles were seeds for field and gar­
den. Some even brought flower seeds, bulbs and shrub~.·. Tradition says 
that the Shanncns brought the cions from which were developed the 
~plendid light-green apple called the Shannon Flippin; ·Which was 
famous for nearly a hundred years. Different tales are told· about· the 
origin of that apple, and which story is right, who can say? :· 
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. Sanniel :carnahan'·=brought. a pear tr.ee and planted it in hi_s _front ·yard 
where it lived . for almost a full· hl.indri?d years and bore ·"fruit _·riea.rly 
all that time. 

It may be that _other settlers had joined the group on the journey, 
pl~nning themselves ·to find new hom·es on· higher grotind. Dwight Mission 

: pad been established··: near present-day Rt;.ssell viile and· Rev. 'Cephas 
-·washbtirn ·Ii.ad nii.nistered ·there to the Cherokee Indians for six ot seven 
:years. Since·l822 ·the Garvins;.Hagoods and Yates~s .. had''oeer(livihg 
. there," an(f the youngest Hagood ... son was named CE?'phas Washourri ~·~ ':-:tt is 
"thought- that these Garvins' Hag6ods and Yates Is may have. reached. Cane . 
.. Hill slightly earlier than the Crystal Hill company. . In. this latter 
. company were many fyeatt·s, Maxwells, Billingsleys, Carnahans·, and 

others. Some Pyeatts waited until later to come. The Pyeatt.name-had 
been given to the township in Pulaski County where they lived and it 
·is Pye~tt Township to this· day. . .· · , .. · · 

.... 

· · It must· have taken :many days fo ma.k~ the trip from:.-.the-river· up ·ov~r 
the Bosto·n Mountains to Cane .Hill," for pack horses were heavily laden 
and doubtless the saddle horses were too. And then the cattle.had-to 
be brought along. Another reason for slow travel, an~ a more serious 
one, was the fact that one· ·0 f the party; John Billings.ley, was very 
sick. Some ·s·ay they made cpmp the ,first night of their arrival near 
Morrow Town. ' Others ·say ·that the first camp was made on C~ne Hill at 
·t,he group of springs· there. · · · · · · 

. . : ;. . .~ 

.. . it may· ·.be th~t both. stordie·s are true,.:: Perhaps those caring for the 
·:.sick 'man"stopped eariy becau:se of the ·seriousness of his condition. He 

died that night. It seems certain that they then came on· 'to the Bean 
Springs site, for the spot chosen for Mr. Billingsley1 s grave is a 

_-. ·pi~ce: on the Hill .not' fa:i:. from the springs. There· the burial s~rvice 
was held·:· and this place be.came· ·the firsVburying ground f9r· whites in 

· ... nort~est· Arkansas. Williarrd·Jagood; ·son;..; in-law of Thomas· ·Gar"irin and 
gre·at-grandfather of M·t"f;.~T .LJ-1~Coli66h· of Lincolri was the second pe~son 
t'o be b-llried there. At one ·time there'" were in that one small plot -. of 

.. group.d the graves . or· .three· men· who had· served . in the Revolut·ioriary 
:. W~: · M;a.)or Pyeatt, Rev. )ohri Carnahan· and Thomas Garvin •. Aoout 30 
"·years ago nr·.w.N.Yates had the bvdy of Thomas Garvin moved'to··t~e.pub-

lic cemetery at Cane Hill • 

.. ; . Fro~· this. c~p the pioneers wen:t out .to lo.ck the country over •. /there 
. was pleP.-ti. of land· for .·aµ, .. .;uid .each '.one c,o~d search . unt;il ·he '{al.ind 
. _just ~~e place.: ~ha~. sUited_ him. . If he, didri'_t. find it .. on Can~ fi:ill, 
. :. ther·e _was plenty pf land to the . nort.h and .e9-st, so the party scatter­
.· :~d_, :same going to ·the lev.eI land of Benton County,. some to.'. Ma.d.ison 
· County and to Carroll. Some of the Billingsleys· and some of. the Mar.rs 

and S?me Ma.xwells chose homes in the Prairie Grove valley. . .' . 

·:.. since. the abundari,ce of good water .was .one. of the reasons for conii.ng, 
'··the; se.ttlers s~eidng .a home sit'e ':w6Uld .. look for a spring,,. and i'irid:iiig 
: ,one ·.\i.as.·easy. S#lply Joli.ow the litt~e spring branch .. t-o its· sour~e,: or 
, f oll.o:W ·a b~f al9 .. trilil to the spririg~ .. _or pa;t,I:ts riiade . by .In di.ans .. as .they 
werit 'to -th~ spr_:\ilgs Whe:re they wou1d wait. for the buffa:Lo:. ·.. . . .... 

• ••• • J • • •• • .. • • • •• •• • • • • • : .... 

_J 
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These men knew good lard, cmd they would not turn down a good-look-_ 
ing prospect for fields~~ orchards, and meadows;· just because it had no 
spring on it. Two brothers,:_-tewis anci James _Hagood, took lands adjoin­
ing, with only one spring for both families. So they built both houses 
close to the spring, and when the deeds were made they showed• that-:­
half interest in the spring at the Lewis Hagood place belonged to the 
James Hagood place. In ario_ther case, a readjustment of lines gave one 
spring on the Howard Pyeatt place to the Lon Moore place. 

:r\ 

Apparently in the selecting of lands they did their :choosing peace­
ab],y, - for no account of dispute among these earliest settlers has come 
down to us. There was one lawsuit later on, when General Campbell took 
up some lcand which included the HowardPyeatt and Thomas Garvin claims. 
Mr.Garvin lowned much land, probably including the lands of the two 
Hagoods, some a little farther west, and on the· east up to and includ~_ 
ing the McColloch place. They went to court about it and t-'ir. Garvin­
won the suit. General Campbell then took land west of his first choice 
and built the dou'-le-- log house still standing on the. place Hal Jop.es 
bought from He~bert Pyeatt. Charlie' Moore had owned"it before H~rbert 
had, ·a.rid he bought it from Ed Sharp · who·-· got it' from ·his fath~r.::V!ho 
bought it from the Campbell estate. 

After General Campbell's death in November 1858, Mrs. ·campbell 
stayed on in her .home for a short time, then moved to Lebanon, Tenn., 
leaving her place· in charge of J. A.McCollocl1" to sell for her. It is 
said that. General Campbell had been oBe of the charter members of the 
Episcopal Church of Fayettevillea He is bliried in Cane Hill. His widow 
left two darkies here, Cassie and Ben. She gave a walking stick be­
longing to her husband to old Uncle Pylant and it is still at my house. 
Her .husband built the log house ·once owned by Ed Sharp family and 
later by the Herbert Pyeatts. When ·it was 'bi.lilt, it was considered a 
f ;i;I'le . hous_e. · 

Other '-cane Hillers too -moved to Lebanon. There was the Dillon .family, 
the widowed mother, the sons Andrew and Hugh, and a'widowed daughter, 
.Mr:;>.Will;iam~, with her two sons Seldon and Dixie. The latter became a 
well-known evangelist. After they moved· to ·Lebanon, Mrs. Williams 
married a Mr.Lester. 

T.hen there :was Dr. J.I.D. _Hinds, teacher of chemistry iii Cumberland 
University, who married ~s, Bashie Lindsley. The Fi:elds family; t.oo, 
who lived for a time in the house that Getty McClellan lived in so 
,lo~g, moved to Lebanon, and the son Rufus was on the staff of the 

. ·Nashville Banner in the 18(}0_1 s, -. ... . . ··. . . 

. A Central Presbyterian preacher, Dr.W.E.Ward, founder of Ward's Sem­

. inary for Young Ladies, lived in Cane Hill when a young preacher. In a 
letter to Rev, John Buchanan he says, 11I cannot realize that· it has 

. . been over 20 years since we worked together on and about Cane Hill. I 
- often_ think of those sweet days. 11 The letter is dated January 23, 1879, 
.. _and the letterhead reads "Ward Is Seminary for Young Ladies; 15 Sprµce 
. ~-St.,. Nashville, Tennessee. 11 . This school was afterward united, with--~-

.- other.,girls 1 school ip. Nashville and is ·now Ward-Beltiiont. -
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14 
The new country was well wooded. There was oak for framing, walnut 

and cherry for furniture, hickory and ash for their innumerable uses, 
different varieti~s. of locusts~. there seemed to be no lack in any 
line. The dense undergrowth of cane had.:given the name to the section 
and.it furnished good· grazing for the cattle, though there were tiriles 
when cattle got too far irito a thicket and would fail to get out, 
st.arving before they were. fo~d. 

Wild grapes grew everywhere, both the large surmner variety, and the · 
smaller or fox variety, and there were many nut trees besides the wci.1-
nut and the hi~kory. Strawberries grew in sunny places and black ber-
ries were so plentiful that for the next two generations people· would 
pick ·them wherever they found them Without.bothering to get permission 
from· the land owners.. There were wild .gooseberries too. Sugar maples 
furnished .sap to boil in late \'[inter_.· Old-timers said that when white· 
settlers first came, they found sugar maple~ growing on the east·side 
o't t~e· creek, Jordan, and on over the mountain to the east, but none 
grqw:irig: on the west side of the creek. .. ,, . 

Wi.ld piums grew in thickets, bea~ifUl at blossom. time and at fruit- · 
ing-time. The black haw and the. red are just .as lovely at- blooming and· 
ripening seasons but not so good for jelly .glass and jam pot. Less· · 
important things like persimmons and pawpaws were welcome in their way. 

Game fille~ the woods - . deer, bear, turkey, opposum,· ·.·Squirrels, 
rabbits -· en6\igh for all. Senator Bob Wilson said .. that in .. those 'days·· 
w:tren. a household naeded meat, the hous~wif e merely mentioned the fact 
to her husband. H~ would reach for his gun and- ask 11What·Jdnd do you·· 
want?~' Surely these land-lovers must !lave· thought they ·had· come to .a···· 
land of plenty. .::.:-·. · · 

.: ... . ~ . . : . 

· After .·Mark Bean came here, he wrote home to his people in Tennessee · 
about planting some pumpkin seed. He said tpat as he was going back .. to 
the house after puttirig the seeds in the ground, he heard a. rustling 
noise behind him and saw, on looking back, the pumpkin vine growing 
rapidly ang headed straight for the house. He hastily grabbed a stick 
and_ t\1rned it aside in time to· save. th~. chimney. · ': 

C1ta.ring and home-building must.have kept ever;yb~dy busy for a time. 
W. W. Yates says he has been told that the field southwest of the barn 
on his place was the first land on Cane Hill to be cleared but doesn't 
!mow if this is true or not. It seems as if there would have been some 
cl~ar~d and fenced .. "_fields left by· th~ :cher9ke~~~ ·since they were an 
agricultural people. and had' lived here several years.~ · 

Mr; Yates' father, James Yates, came to Cane ·Hin later than .some · 
others of the family. The grandfather, Nicholas Yates, had fought with 
Jackson .and was in ~he battle of New Qrleans. Abo~t 1822 or a· little 
later, he _and_.hiEf ,family came ·to Point Remove. on the ·Arkansas-River.. 
There: ~ere ·fifteen ~hildren in the .family .. of William N:i.cholas Yates 
and: his wife, Elizabeth Hays Yates,_ and this list of the· children was 
giv,en :. by Mrs. Et:ta Mc.Colloch,. a great-granddaughter: William, Jane, . 
Eliz.~~ Richard, .Kettirah (married a Mr.Bates.),. ·Nicholas, .. Adline, .James,:: 
Elvira/ J~hn; Ma.rY, Lol,lis, Joseph, Martha and ~enjanti,.ri-. Ma,ry died wh~ : 
onli i~f years old,._.M3rtt!_~ .married .Mr.Ingram.:.Jo;3_eph went to Corvallis, 
Oregon. Benjamin lived in' New Orleans and three of his children came 
in the early 80t s to Cane Hill where the two boys, Bigelow and Claude, 
went to school, and the sister Belle taught music. 
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Mary died when only 18. years old. Martha married .Mr.Ingram. Jqseph 
went to Corvallis, Oregcm·. Benjailiip lived in New Orleans and three of 
his children came in the early 80's to C;:me Hill ·where ·the two boys, 
Bigelow and Claude, went to school, and their sister ,ee11e . taught 
music. Later, Claude lived in Austin, Texas. James rnarr:i.~d Martha 
Talkington, daughter of Rev.Isaac Talkington, in 1841 and it was after 
that that he moved to Cane Hill. Two of their daughters married Moore 
br.others: Allie and Han Moore; Helen and Dave Moore, Whose first wife 
was Katherine Myers, niece of Uncle Jimmie Russell's wife. ··Another 
daughter, Eliza, married Sam Pylant Russell and liv~d.in the village 
of Cane Hill where. their two children; Allie and Oii:te,. still live. 
The youngest daughter married Allan Be~ar, .who is . still iiving at 
Wickes, Arkansas. Mrs. Bellar lived only a few years, dying when her 
three children, Bertha, Mamie and Claude, were small. Relatives kept 
the children until they were grown. There was a son Berkley who died 
young. 

James Yates 1 s second wife was Malinda Russell and they were marr~~d 
:in 1855. Her fatI:ier, John Russell, ·had moved here from Tenne~see when 
she w~s 3 year~,.old~ . After the father's death, she and her brother, 
James Pulaski,'.~iv~d in the home of their uncle, J.B.Russell. Children 
of this second marriage were: George, who married his_cousin, Lizzie 
Hagood; Williain Welch, who married Maude Richmond and lives at the 
home where Mrs. Richmond, his mother-in-law, lived when her chiidren 
were small. Mrs.Richmond later married Mr .Christian. Louis Huber, the 
youngest son, married Charlie Irwin's daughter Annabe~.~ There were 
three daughters: .·Alta, wife of Wes Kirkland; Annie, wife of Norris 
Leach and lived in Montebello, California; and May, wife of Earle Car­
ter·; brother of Henry Carter, Mrs .Charlie Irwin and Mrs:.. Bess Burns •. 

· Three of Nicholas Yates 1·s children _married Hagoods. Th~re .was Larry 
(his name may have been Nicholas, too) who married Elizabe~h Hagood 
and lived on the hill at the place now owned -by Booth Campbell •. Their 
children grew up there. Dr. W.N. married his cousin Belie; and Clem 
·lived at Booneville; and Jim was State Audit.or for years. A daughter, 
·Tommie, was Mr. Henry Pyeatt' s first wife. · '.Mary married .Burn Morrow, 
and Sug married Mr.Little. · · ·. 

. . . 
: Eliza Yates married Louis Hagood. Their home was. the one.::with the 
spring on it that belonged to the two brothers, the place Lonnie Earle 
bought from the Tom Reed estate. One of their sons, Galition, died at 
Okalona,. Mississippi, during the War between the States. An.other son, 
·Gecrge,·married:Annie Morrow, <;laughter of Uncle John Morrow of Cove 
Creek, and made his home at Cane Hill until his chi.ldren.were alxiiost 
grown when he moved to Fayetteville, then to Oklahoma~ He died in. 137. 
Mattie· married W. D. McBride, the one who was postmaster. at Cane. Hill 
for a·long·time. They, too:, mo\l'ed to,.Fayettevil.le,,.,~h~n-,to 6kiah.oma. 
Botl:l -are buried in the ·Cane Hill cemetery.. La':ll'a:,¥tarri_e~.;~Capt. W. C. 

:Braly, living some years.with Mr. Braly's mother and his.s~ster, .Miss 
Fannie, in the old Braly home at Clyde., ·then some.years at ·qa.ne Hill, 
many years at Fayetteville, then some years at WM.h~gton·; :D.C •. After 
the death of Mrs. Braly, .·Mr, Braly. married her s_i~ter M~y, ,, whom the 

·-family always called. 11 Pet.11 •· They lived .at· Lincoln. . ... ·· · -
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Adeline Yates married Cephas Hagood and their home was at Cane Hill. 
Their oldest daughter was married to Eli Bellar and after her_. death 
he married .. her .sister Mattie~· It seems that he was· a brother to· Allen 

·Bellar_ who· married Jennie, daughter of James· Yates; Another daughter 
of Cephas and Adeline was Julia-, who married Milton Buchanan who . was 
called "Bud·. II They lived in Waco' Texas. Lizzie' ·a "younger daughter' 

.married her, cousin, George Yate_s, and lived
1 

at U.~coln·. 
•' .· 

··There .were other Hagoods besides those that.married Yateses, and 
there: were Garvins and David sons. · · · 

~: . : 

Back in Virginia~ o!'l Apri1·21, 1789,Thomas' GarVin had married Eliz­
abeth Young, daughter:of James Yoling, Andrew:Y6ung signing as surety, 
and. Wi·lliam Hook a.rid· John Dickey signing wa:s:witn.esses. ·Sarah, their 
datighter, married William Hagood.: · 

James Hagood was a blacksmith, one of a long line of :fine .. men serv­
ing the community in that way. Whether the calling is a character 
builder is a question not answered here but it is a fact that most of 
Cane Hill's blacksmiths from earliest times down to the ·pr·esent have 
been men of high character ~ upr.ight, dependable, and·well~loved. 
There were . Uncle Larry Yates am his brother James, sam·~ussell, Alec 
Andrew, .PJ.eas .West,. apd some·cithers who should be remembered ~~h 
tg.ese 'but .whose names .are not .at hand. Uncle Rankin Pyeatt did sam.E;l 
blacksmithing,- ·being a· man who knew how· to do a great many things. · ·_--;. 

:: When James :Hago°<)d_; s. son j~ . -~~;" ~ F,ayett~tiile ·_ so~e .. y~~s back;-· 
Uncle Gus Lewis sa:tq. to .. him; ·-"I. :don•t know:_ how good· a man you .are but 
I Jmow you are no~- a.s, good .a~. your .father; the! .~on~t _happe:11:·often_. 11 

• ' I •' • •' :.. ,:., ' 

··James Hagood• s wife ·wai3 .Susan· Crurnl:ey, ·a -sister to: Mrs .• Inks, mother 
of Mrs." Eliza Pyeatt, Mrs. Sue Swope, Mrs. Sarah West; and Tom, Bob, 
P~tton:and Jim Inks. Their home was the place now-owned by Clint Davis, 
the house being a double log house with open hall· in~ between· the 'tWo 
ni~.in rooms~ Mr.Hagood·_ was ki:J..led at home by Federals· during the War. . 

Thi.,; the oldest daughter,-married Tim Whittenburg and lived in· Green;.. 
Ville>· Texas. · . Sadie married_ Buck Russell and_ lived ·at. Cane ·Hill for 
years, then they too moved to Texas. Jim married Sallie Blackburn; 
twin sister to Dr. T. W. Blackburn, and lived in Memphis. There were 
three other, boys: Tom who lived at Cane Hill many years; and Doak and 
G~ who lived in Texas. : · 

Like .. the Ni~holas Yates· famiiy, .the Coulter .family from East .Tenn­
essee had tifteen children. Some of them may have grown up: before they 
mov~~--to Arkansas, but most. of them grew up and ·married here.-

Jem.:1Jlia was the one who eloped from the Truesdale home the- night that . 
Sarah Jane TruesP,ale married young White McClellan, to marry Bob.Moore~ 
who ·was from Pennsylvania. They lived before the war ·at,Clyde:; but; 
when their home- was bUrned by Federal soldiers·, they.-~bought: ithe"-:lot' 
and built_ the house· where ,Miss Kate lives now.-.:-Their daughter Callie 
(Mrs. Frank Braiy) reJ11embers that there was. much· fighting. at· the·. time 
th~ir ._hq\lse was mµ;nec( and there were many dead. cµid ·wounded·' around: the . 
house·.· ·A c616nel ·Je~eu.· qied thert;i, a Feder~:-officet-from·.Kansas. 'At· 
one time there were six coffins on their front porch. 
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There were no sons .in t.hat family, and when Um~le · Boh"a.rld Jemima, 
or Aunt Dick as· she w_aS. 'c:~l~q, were ,.old, .the daughters, with: ~·ss Mat 
at their head, cared ·for the· .. parents and kept the ·home together. Miss 
Lizzie taught schooi for: many years. May_ married Dr.Griffith;.'·: . 

. . 
Ann Coulter married J. B.Russell. There is more about them in another 

place in this manuscript. ·· · '.·· 

Marian married John Lewis, a pioneer blacksmith of Faye~~~v~),le 
whose home was where the old stone store . ~as, the buildilig ri~ oc·c·u­
pied by Hunt's. His blacksmit~ shop was across.the street to the north. 
Will Lewis came to Cane Hill·' .. to live with his uncle, Maurice Wright, 
and later married Mr. Wright 1 s daughter. After her death he niarrie9. 
Lizzie, daughter of G. ·~f>'.i.t; Reed of Fayetteville, and they bought the 
place on Jordan's banks that· ·had been Uncle Pylant 1 s home before the 
War, and built the house still standing, belonging to Virgil Walker. 
They reared their· children here, and in later years moved to Siloam 
Springs. 

Mr. Lewis had three sisters; :two of them· _iived at Cane Hill~ Kat~' 
married Sam Smithson and was living at the spring . af.terward· called. 
Monte Ne when her husband died, She and her two daughters·then c8Jlie to 
Cane Hill, living first in the house where Jim Little ·lives, the place· . 
belonging to Mr.Lewis at that time. Then Mr.Lewis built the house just . 

· so.uth of Mis's Kate's, the house now owned by Mr.Pitts, . ·and she lived'»-: 
in it for some years, When Mr.Lewis sold that house to the Methodist ' 
Church to be used as a parsonage, Mrs.Smithson moved to the house just· 
north of the red brick school now Herbert Pyeatt! s. Another sister, · 
Mrs~ .. Joe Mitchell, spent her married life on the farm that now belongs 
to Maurice Cruse, and there her seven children spent their early years. 
The third sister, Jennie, married first a. Mr. PQ,illips, then married 
Col. M.F.Lake of Viney Grove. Mr.Lake's daughter by a .former marriage, 
Ella,. taught music: "at Cane Hill. · ...... 

Rut:h .Coulter married Maurice Wright·, a b:r~other to the Mr·. Wright 
whose family was murdered. They owried the Lon Moore place, then ~he 
place where Ollie Russell lives. Mr.Wright taught school for a tim~ .. 
and' for· some years was a merchant. The firm name was Wright & Le Wis.· · '· · _ · 

·.:· .. · .. 
Rebecca Coulter, too, spent her days at Cane Hill. She married Mr.::·:_: 

Kirby and ·their home was so'l:lt.h· of Clyde; the. farm still known as -the_·,:·. 
Kirby place.- Two of their sori.s, Tom and Chris,_,stayed on at Cane Hill'_:.'.~ 
when they married and had homes of their own. . Thomas and his wife· ':· 
Jennie lived on the old· honie· place when their children were growl.pg up""':' 
but moved ·later to the h01ise· . that Chris Kirby ~milt on the old 'Hill :~-~ 
property. The Mehaffys li "'.~. there... · ·: '.·:; : 

On the list of Revolutiof;lary ·soid1er~ · ~ied: in Washington Courity i~ ": ·_ ~:. 
the name of Christopher fu.by. · .. The name of the'.Mr. Kirby who married'·:~'. 
Rebecca Coulter· was ·Henry Franklin and ·tie was too young to have been a ... 
soldier .in that war.. But it.~~, possible that th:i.s: Christopher was .. his<·' . 
father and that he came here when an old man ".to live with his son·.~ ... :-:"\ 
This seems likely-, since Henry Franklin '.and Rebep~a named one of their;= ~: · 
sons James Christopher. · ·· · · · ' · .. :· 

: =·.·=-l;-·: 
~ . . . .. . ... :· .. ... 
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This younger Chris Kirby and his .wife (Mollie Irwin) lived on Flat 
Rock branch ··near where Hazel and. Tony Baucum lived, then for several 
years in a 2-story h.ouse directly in front of the Lewis home. ¥.tr.Kirby 
then bought Mrs. Hill's place, stayiilg some years in the old house be­
fore. buildingthe house standing neare_r the street. 

Another Kirby son, Will, married Jennie Irwin, sister to Nrs. Chris 
Kirby· and· Charlie Irwin. . . 

· Letitia ·coulter .married Mr. Meyers .and died while still young, leav-: 
ing ._four small· children. They went to live at Uncle Russell's. 

, ·· .. ··. 

·Polly married a Mitchell .mid lived in rtissouri. Margaret married a 
Monkress and lived ·in Texas. Eliza married a Gilbreath. There were 
three sons: John, James ·and Alex. This doesn't account for all of the 
fifteen, but perhaps they didn't all co~e to Arkansas. 

James Bryant Russell, whose wife was Ann Coulter, lived below· Clyde, 
on the farm Paris Colburn owns, in the house that Waf? torn down when 
Buford Colburn built the new-house. The house was not.large and there 
were seven children in the family, yet somehow they mapaged to take·in 
and care for eight orphan ~hildren of. relatives, giving them the ·same 
educational advantages they gave their own children. Four of 'these 
orphans were children .of Letitj,;~ Meyers .. "".' Mrs e. Russell'' s sister:.Kath­
erine, Will, Jim and Em;- two -were grand:childTen-- W:i,.llie arid ·'J;'om M~; 
and two were children of .Mr. Russell's. brother John -- Melinda and 
Pulaski. The May children . had .a riegro," sinith, .and they brought 'him 
with them~ A,+so, Mrs. Russell ·had tw:o: riegroes . to .. help.~ th_ the work, 
Jeff and Cynthia. . .. · · 

· Uncle Russell was good . at :propagati~g. aJ?ple ··tf~:e's : 'arici' .. fo~ · some years 
ran a nursery. His son 11G11 and family.lived in the hcm1e. ~~h·him whe~ 
he was old, and about 1880, possibly earlier:· they traded places ·with 
Sam Cole;- and Uncle Russell's last years were spent at that place, the 
one Mr. ~z bought from Mr. Karnes. · · ··. ·'" · · · · 

That· placer.__, had ;belonged in the earliest daYs : to _Richard .·Hend.erson 
Bean, brother of Mark Bean, though ·it isn't certairi that he Wa.s the 
first· O'Wiler. ,.He sold -the place long .ago, .. probably to Jim. l'f.d.tchell, and 
moved to;Texas~ , After his death, two. of his chilc:µ:e~;' Adelaide.and 
Nannie; came back . to make their home with ·thei.T. micle, M~k .BEi~~ 
Ad:e·laide .married Col. J. P .Neal who lived at· the big sp~µig in Prairie 
Grove, ·and Nannie ·married Will Buchanan, son of Isaac·,.·. and one o!: the 
three brothers killed at t·he same time during th'e War •. ~;t~r ~is 'death 
she married Tom Buchanan, son of William at .Viney Grove ! and·1lllcle .. to 
Velma who taught in the Cane Hill school. After the death of her· sec·­
ond husband; she married· Mr. Goodpasture. A daughter ,of hers by the 
·fi:rst.marriage·lives at Springdci.le near."the home. of_her son, Mr.Trow­
bridge.· This daughter married a second tiine and is.now.Mrs.PlUimrier.· 

· ·TheiB~ans were from Bean's station in Tenriessee. ·and .. had ·come with 
··their· parents :to Arkansas when they :were :childr~n~ They may have liWd 
at Batesville, for it was there that Mark Bezj 'was.:married to Hetty 
Stuart~ his first wife. He lived in Franklin County !'or.some time. 
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It seems likely that the Beans are descended from William Bean, the 
Scot.ch-Irish blacksmith. in whose home , on Bean' s Creek near Sycamore 
Shoals was born. ~ussell Bean~· the first .white child' born west of the 
Alleghanies, accords,ng·to John P. Brown in 11Dld Froritiers. 11 
. ·.;... ' . 

~ --~ . 
Richard Henderson·, friend of Daniel Boone ·and well krio'Wl'l ·to the 

frontiersman, had promoted immiegration to this section and William 
Bean had been among' ·the .early comers·:· to this part of Tennessee. Per­
haps he was a friend ~o the· Bean famil.Y, for his name has been handed 
down through that fainily, and it will be noticed that Mark Bean 1 s 
broth.er and his only son are both named "Richard Hefl;derson. 11 

Years before these Bean brothers came to Cane· Hill, they and Mr. 
Hend~rson. Bates and a Mr. ~ake, .. supposedly Uncle Wesley Drake, .. ·and 
som.e others had been engaged in.making salt at a salt spring· in.the 
Indian Territory. 11They erected a smoke-stack, using cut stone, and 
from the base of this constructed ·a long furnace upon· which they 
placed long kettles for boiling the water. When the present line be­
~~~n Arkarisas and Oklahoma was run, they were all ordered across the 
line and were given each 320 acres of land to indemnify.them for the~ 
loss. The .kettles being useless for any other purpose were left on.the 
furilB.ce and some were still there at the close of the CiVil War. II This 
acc01,mt Waf? given by Alfred Carnahan .and he· adds, 11! saw this place in 
l877 ·.l;'1.it the. kettles were gone. Good-sized.· trees were groWing in the 
f~ace, and a sycamore tree about · tWC> teet in diameter was standing 
Within a· few feet of the smoke-stack. 11 Uncle Ned Cowley said there 1S 
oz:ie ~-~·. tt:Le~e kettles at Jim Little'.s, spring. 

All. these men who were ordered to .·mo.;,~ from the Indian co:untry , came 
to Cane Hill. Mark Bean took the larid that still is often spoken of as 
the Bean place. Mr. Bates, for. whose ancestors the town of Batesville 
~as named, settled at the place wh~:re Howard Pyeatt lived. Mr.Drake 
lj,ved. on Drake's Creek in the western part of the cowity. His son 
n·.F .Drake, taught geology in th~ University of Arkansas. 

-· · There were many springs on Mark Bean 1 s place, and when the ~pri.iig 
branches all come together, they form a small creek. So'he built him a 
mill,.besid~ the stream and made a big.overshot wheel 40 feet in dia­
meter for the. water to turn, and so could. grind wheat and corn for au 
customers who came,. ·~'.·rt is said that for'.~ time the power was used to 
turn carding and splluiing machinery. The'-.. cotton for this was brought 
up from New Orleans, but in time Mr.Bean bought a cotton fann at Ozark 
tq grow: hi.s own cotton. He owned several darkies. One of them, Uncle 
W~sley; lived to be .. very old, and like so many old darld.es, claimed to 
be more than a hwtdred yeaz•s old. . ·. . . . 

.·Mr.Bean's second' wife Wa.s Nancy, Orie of the Parks sisters~ -~t · fir~t 
they. _lived near Rh~<;i's.Mil.l, then they moved to the place~?.f·m~ 
.springs. It h.as.· be~n said,that ~. Be.an paid two dollar~. an acre ·.ror 
his land •. Their children, Eliza and Elick, . both married children of 
Mrs. Mary Lacy. Eliza married Dr. Johri Lacy and they lived ·at Cincinn­
ati until they moved to Cal;ifornia. When Eliza was a young girl she 
was sent to school at Ward's SenQ.nary in Nashville, Tennessee. Possi­
bly other girls in the cowity went too, for Rev. Ward seems to have 
been approved by the pioneers. · 
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.• ··-> .. · .·:·:<i. ·~··. ~ 

,, . , · Dick marri.e~ . Lciu '·ia6y·: and buii t·: a. house by)>'r~. of the seven springs 
.. ,.,.._I)ot-,far''. from·'t~e .old hq~~· .'fhe .four ol~~r chil~en, Bettie{ Ola,' 'Billy 
-."·;.=and Johrl, • used,_·,t.o ride.· :to ~~chool;. all ·on. one bi'g. long horse. No horse, 

though, was ldrig enough to carry seven, and there, were";tbi'ee ·younger 
children growing up -""..·•~.;u-y., :,Nannie arid i;tµth.:"-. Mr. Bean··lo\red good 

:<'·horses·:'and kept seve~al, .but it· seemed si..u:Lp:i.e(:\;o.niove the.-:familf't:o a 
''1!: pome nearer to schoo+.. . He sold his· f~m: .. ··a.na ;bought one· from ·captain 
-<McPhetridge, the pl~6e directly south 'df·tpe'.~i.lii R,ose farm~ .. · ·The .. ·c·ap­
_ .... t.ain' s -widowed daughter, Mrs. Gilbrea1;;li~· ~d·.'.'her .son Will·· made· their 

home wit"h hiine .. The famous Bentonville · aviatri.X; ioUise NcPhetridge von 
Thaden, is· of the dame family. .. . ·, .-;·~ ·· .. _. · 

. " About 1880 a ·stnaJ.l colony of Quakers iDOved. to Cane Hill and lived in 
x-a little group· clustered around::. Bean• s .. ~ •. Name~ ?:"emembered · ar.e·: 
.Boles, -Bond, Grif~ith. There wer~·oth~~;._.prol;lably -~re= are forgott~~ 
than are remembered. · · ·~" "·.:_.;_;; ... : ,":. ·,:. 'E~ :. ·:.(: :.-.;::· · ''·"'" .. :·~!· ... : ·: 

. . . .)!~ · ..... ·:;···-~~··°.· ~:t"~-· '.',:.::·.~·.: .. !·. ,~_-.:.·.:; 
The elder Mr~:. Griffith ran the mill '"for ·a.·1'!}:lile,.:"''4th:the::help"Q! 

some of the oth~:i;-a, and they·: all' fa.riiied 'i1{_a'"5maJ,.:l. way~-..;. They hacf no 
church buildiilg ·: .. ~t used those ·.already.>ther~', : .'.-'hoiding -.·their-' services 
according to Qiiaker -customs~>- ·~Their chif.dr~i'Latte~eci,.;school ·· arid ~~­
been taught to ·a.ctdress teachers· by the·ias:t.Ji~:.,o~,.: never.:using .. ~~­
Mrs. or Miss. The yotmg~r •children, tho:ugh_,_:; . ._ 'W,ere. 4Jlc.lined · to take. ~p. 
the speech habits··,9_f ~he:i,r associatesi·and '$ogti geg~_-using Mr.and.'Mrs:.·.: 
For"about ten or).·,~eiv~~ yea;-s they s~~~d~ the~· c4.l .moved away. 'A· 1orig-' 
time afterward, . one of the. Griffith sons,, Hurvey, with his f~~-~' 
moved back to Cane Hill, living on the ~untain_ . ._east. of:. the·;fill'age. 
for a few yearso While they were here, the· elder, ~a.Griffith came'. to;·:~ 
stay with -~-~~' di.~d here,- and was b~~ed "if ~ll~.· Gci~e,ge graveyard·. : .:: 

But everi':··befo~~: ·th~ c~g of the Quakers:··~ th~~e : were several· taitd~~ '.·. 
lies·livi-;ig iit~~s· Be~•e ... Mill comm~ty ... "'·~ne .R~uct:is were .. ·there·;'r:an<;: ! 

some of their· chi;Ldren .•. cand grandchildren· live "in and around Lincoln. 
nowo The Smithe lived .. there - Miss Amanda, Miss -~~:t;~ie.- ·and·-rat 1eaSt ... ' 
one brother, Len. · -· .... · · . ~,,.. · : : " .. ·;:~-~:· 

. ~ ;:· : . . . . . '.. . . (• ;:·: .. :~-. . . . : .. :., ." 
As the Pyeatt's· were. 1-the :first at'·Crystal. Hill.,, .. so "'8re·they ··among'. · 

the first to . settle :i,ri, .the:c~· country, some cofu:i:(ig' th?-~<-first·. spriiig,. -~.': 
some coming latez.-~ At,-pres~nt· th'ey are well ... scatteI_"~q ,Qver·W~hii'lgton _,. 
a.rrl Benton 'counties.:.. ...... .'·:.:,·:'r_i:i.· ·· .:;._;_,-. .::"-'"-;::'.'.° -.·:;.:·; ...... · :",, 

.. _.. . . .. :: -~.!"..:>• .i~:·· .... '··· .. ·;::. .··:·-: • :. >"' :-·. (~;· ··. ~-,.:::_~ ';!'"~~--·~ ·.:. 

In'"th~ .f~y of '.J.aco'Q fye.att,, .:b6rn :17qq~ an!i,hi;~.-wif~. Margar·et._ Pin~~"'-~. 
ley"P-ffeatt/ b~rn_.176):, tih~re-:were:=."seven ciµldt~ii •. ._.The .oldest soti' John··· . 
came" bf·"'B:gori fram Alabama to Batesvil·ie; Arkansas, bringing so!J10 .. 
cattle with him and having a negro man to help. p_µn.. · At. :.some ti.m~·"'on · , .. , , 
the trip he was so severely frozen that":'. he . was.' "crippled :;-from it"·. '-and," .. : .. 
died:"not long after/· His wife twas Martha C~~im. His-· Sister Mary·:··.:'., 
(Polly) marrie(l .. Sani,~el Carnahan, ·'and anothef ·.'Mary. Py~att, daughter =·of : . · 
James: Pyeatt, :':~ied R~iV··:-·:Johri·Garn_a.ban ('second Wife) •.. In fac~", · :.: . 
marrj"-lng c·artiapans '. ... got tp be. a··habi-t'· in t}le,'fyeatt :t<i!llily, -,-.a: habit· ····· 
that ·has··persi·~t-ed. ·to this.-4ay~ ~:'.the_ late'af'.b_ei,iig t_he marriage of MiJ:.;.'· . . : 
dred t~cy Pyeatt,; ,~aught~r. of.::Jim·: Pyeatf ·of ·c.~e J~ll,. to .. James'.·carn·a.L·' -~< ;, 
han o{"·~a.ir.i.~,·~~~-?v~.~-· .... · -.•:: .. ' . · ·>' :;-;:~. · ~-''.: ... _·,,.«.(.' "·. . . · · ... :·:-;:_._..;.: ;.:: : · 

._..,_· :·.: ! : 
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This John Pyeatt had a small son named Ewing, and after the father's 
death the little boy lived in the home of his grandparents. He used to 
wear a bell about his neck when he played alone out-of-doors, so that 
the elders, busy with work about the house, might be able to find him 
quickly ~ case Indians should come. It seems that he played unmolest-.. 
'&d, as no tales of trouble have come do'Wll through the years. ··. 

Jacob Pyeatt and his brother ·James had been apprenticed to a·maker 
of bells when they were young and some of the bells they made for .. 
ca~tle . were used on the cattle . grazing here at Cane Hill. Probably 
they·I:iad ma.de the bell .. worn by little Ewing. It belongs now to Ewing 
Pyeatt of Fayetteville, great~grandson of that first Ewing. 

When Ewing grew up he married Betsy Maxwell, da-ughter of William 
M~l.J,. and their home was in the Viney Grove valley. .They named 
their oldest son John, and when he was married he and his wife, Julia .. 
Am:i West~Pyeatt, li~ed':~t the old homestead •. Now their eldest son Bob . 
lives on with her son a.rid Wife after her husband's death. She kept -the .: 
fine four-poster beds with the little step-ladders beside them,.· ~s .. 
lopg·~~. she lived. . -

. ::: 

The . children of John and Julia Pyeatt · · grew up on the farm but the· 
family moved to Prairie Grove shortly before Mr.Pyeatt• s death. The:., 
children are: Bettie Zellner, Mattie McCormick, and the boys, Bob,:: .. · 
Emmett, Sam am. Wal~ace. 

Tnere,. were two other sons in the family of ·that first Ewing and his 
wife Betsy. They were: William~· who married Elizabeth Barrington ~d. 
lived on a pa.rt · of the old home ·place and where their seven son~ and. 
two daughters grew up; and Preston, who married .Eliza Kerr. T)1ey .. too:. 
lived on the home .. place and died there o Their six boys and three girls 
are in northwest Arkansas and Oklahoma. .. 

Jacob's second son, Pet~~, always called "Little Peter1i, was b9rn. 
August 29, 1793, and married December 30, 1822, to Polly Miller, the 
Rev. John Carna..'lan saying the ceremony. The Millers had come from Ken~· 
tucky .. to Batesville. Polly was born November 15, 1804, so she was less 
than.: ~3 when she came with her husband and children to seek a new home 
a~ : Cane Hill. Polly ·had been li vi.ng in Independence County · and ~- . 
longed to the Miller family from which Governor W.R.Miller, Arkansas' 
first native-born governor, came. Her sister married Henderson Bates. 
Other members of the Miller family came to Cane Hill, including Eben­
ezer Miller. 

It m~y be· that "Little Peter", when he started off from the first 
camp to .find a home, jl.lst. follow.ed. the Bean spring branch to where it 
joins the branch from the springs on Lori·Moore's·and Howard Pyeatt 1 s 
place, then on along what we now call Bush .Creek until he found ~ 
pla<;e that suited ~· Anyway, he chose the place we call Bush .farni~ 
~d. there-.he made his home~ - ·There was a squatter al.ready there, but 
Mr.Pyeatt paid him somth~_ for his claim and the man moved on. . ,,, .... 

.. •.;: .... 

. , Peter. built his home first~:: then. picked out some good-looking lime­
stones, dressed them with harid toois, and had two good Jllillstones. Now 
he btl:ilt .his mill ·and so.on had it in operation, the· first. water mill 
in northwest Arkansas.·.' One of these millstones is now in the Manse 
yard at Cane Hill and belongs to Howard Pyeatt Jr. ·· 
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•. ~:·;_ f·~ ~.. .. . :~·;: ·.. : 

. ; . :.·· 
.: .. 

;':', : ... : . ~ ~·! .::'.:: .. : "~ . . . . . - .. 

·· :: .'TWo· oi: .~6~~~:6-:~at:t\~~ .. ~ns,-: ::,:&muel Miller arid_., Henders~~~ . mar~ied 
·~Marr~. girls_,-· Miller.'~: wif~ .. peing Mary· T~ Marrs, Bl'.ld Henderson's wife, 
-"Emmellne·'~a.I-rs. 'J.':'·ro .6:ther:, ~~ms married daughters o·r the'" oid Mr~!fennant, 
--the· rilen'who' li_ved -tc) be 114 years. old and .. who·· tiras a Methodist minister 

· for 90 years. J.ohn 1 s Wife was Margaret A •. Tennant, .and ,An4rew' s wife 
was Miranda Tennant.. -.... ·' .: .. ~: · · 

. '.:.·:.·· . 
-... O: R ~ ••• ' o, o r :'; .. o O O O O ' ': i 

0

o '::·. O O O 

0 

' ... 

, .... "Another·'''~b~, '\J;acob. Prest.on. ·Pyeatt,· -marrfed- Ainelia Ellen C.I!PZ4.~r-· 
'T-¥8· Jacol'.1 _Presto;n,, a Con~ecJ,ei~te. ;'soldier~ ·wal; wounq~d August: lO;,:( l862 
in····: the: battle~_,9f .Oak Hill,· Mo~·,:-, "and ·die'd'-:August ·26. Three sons of 
Jacob Preston: pYeatt .. and Amelia Ellen Pyeatt lived .. cm or-near .Cane 
Hill • ._ .:Peter, t.he oldesh.Jn?-rried--first.Netti~'.~ennaiit, and..,sec;ond a 
~es-Whitaker.· .. Char~es.Married -MarY: McO.olloc.h, daught_er. .. _ .. _of.·J.-A.I. 
McColloch~ and they ~ived first at .the McColloch ·home, then .. bought the 
Hend.ersori Bat~s piace-.and lived there. --F:Uµy, the youngest ·son., never 
married. He died::_in 'the. ~ta.te_ of Washl.hgton in 1889.· · 

. ··:. , :·. •. . .. : .. . . 

:: James; th€: -s~cond son.-of ir"tittle Peter", married Martha Jane Drake. 
Jesse, the youngest son, married Jane Bu<?han~, p~13sibly a da~ghter .. or 
Alexander Buc}lanan •. The;re._w~s another son·;· Joseplt:RC!-nldn, who it seems· 
was not married~'.; .. · .. : . - ,,.--.": ... · · ·: ... ·: · · .- .. ' -

~ ~so~"-o:r·::~i{~~ "~e~tt~ '~r~w ~~~is ~yeatt; ·fivllig ~~~ ~t ~ayet~e-
ville, with his daughter, Mrs. Beulah Crus_e, furp.,isbed ~uch .. o.t,'.-t.hiL:s 
Pyeatt hist9ryo , .He lived in Prairi'e Grove- b~iore· '"moVihg to .Fa,.yette:- · 
ville. Mil;leI;~_-pyea'\:.t had seven sons·, and one'··da:ughter, Isabe_li,."who was· 
the: aecon~' ~f_e· cif: .John S. Campbell· •... ,·. '_: .. '" --..:.. _'_ ;:''-~-::. ". 

Not !ar_fr~ the .home o~ "Littl~- Pe~~·r;,· ~e-~~~' :":_ot~r tii·-t.h~~~th+~~·'.': 
hem' 'community, lived some cousins,. ·stevensoil Pyeatt:. an(f his. sister, 
Mrs. Blake, always called "Aunt Blake" by the .C~c41an ._c})il_dren .. :. ~ 
others among the younger kin •. :This Mr·.Pyeatt· was t'.h'e father "ofJ'i~ke,:'..t 
Pye~~;t: an::l. J1r_so .J_ack Edmiston •. " · ·.' · · ..... '.: "" ._, · ·:;.: ~ ~~;_-.:. .., . 

.. _,:···: . . ~· • , : _:·. -.'~:~· .::.:.•:.·:.. ~ . .' .: .. · r. ··:.:·::. ::: .•· •. ·.;··.· r:'. 

Aunt Blake' 5· children ~re: . Heber·, · who :married·: ·the M~thodist .pr~acn'!'::.;·: :.;· 
er; Mr·. Hopldn-s;:. · Miss Kizz_~~; :_ .. watts;:f-.-.Whc>""marri:ed Matt.ie Patt~~~~.'.; .r.' 
Em,· 'wtio ·m-a:-rie4 .M.~·. Talley at-.. Morrow;--.>: and. Gar;· 1;~e· .. C?ii~{:'-~o wa_s ~s~p.t;-:br,:::~ 1. 
Genera.J: Cabell: ·to comn with;the Bucti·an-an·and CraWf!)rd bqys .an~-:Mqnt-- .. :_;. 
gomery""W~l-~on; Jo. b:·bg out old:_Iilen, ::here ·:When the Federals took_ .. ,this :-_ , 
countcy. . .... - '. · .. · . . · -· · · _ _-: 

• ' . ~-·.1 . • . . 

To go back to the children of the first Jacob_.Pyea,tt. ~o lived at 
Ark81'lsas Posto There·:were .two sons not· yet-~n;~nti,o~ed, Andrew a.¢":.Jacob;;.·.: . ._. 
and "t.hreo _d'ati.ghters: . Ca:t;lterine, Jane ·who" ·married a .Kellam, . anri _Polly::. · ;_. 
who :lria.rried Samu'el Cfarnahan. ... ; •"= .:,-· .. - __ ::!-:• 

:' . '·... . ·:: ··-::. . : : '.'•J : • 

Jacobta ·brother' ~runes h~ come with" them when"they _m0v~ci't_~ ~k.~sas .. -.:.·:·' 
and :: _s_9I11e -~f riis;·!lescend~ts-. :can:e t()- 'C~e< H~11· ... ,. -~ t?on~. :-Jo~ Rankin, .. -· 
came"in Augtl,~t :i,,e2:7: .wqen,he was just-22·· ye·a.rs a-ia.· An item from the 
Arkansas Gazette·. says; "Married, at C~e Hill, ... Wa~hington_Ccn.mt.y, - , 
March 1.6, 183l,.-,JP~:,Pi_att, late .of·:Pul~ski, to'_-1..fi,ss 'Elizabeth, ·=·d-~~h~ .. -.,:<: 
ter -~t Widq~LEuchaµ~-.<;>f Lincoln Co'llntyi·'.Termes~~e·~ ·an the same 4ay -.t:t-:: .. , .. 
the $~ 'pia~~,-.iby. :Aiiq;<>e·w ~hanan~;.:-Joh:n "Ste.phen_s.on to Nancy., c\allg~"' . i ~ 
of s~~~.~-·P.i;t~-1.i!,.-, ::-: . .'-:.":·: .. :.,L .. --1:. ~".,:·.-: _:~' __ ·:·:~· ., __ -·: .:''' ''-~· .. :· 

... :. _, ~-··-.s~·:··~ \: .. ·!:~·. ···:· .'.· 
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Uncle Ran~in Pyeatt h.ad one son James, ·who went weist. with· the· 49.:..:ers. 
Either going or coming back he died aboard ship and-.1'fas buried at,··sea. 

"Henry.'. Pyeatt, another son, married first Miss Tommie Yates, daughter 
of Uncle Larry, then Miss Eliza Inks, and built the home lately sold 
by their youngest son George to Mr. and y.irs. Britton .. of:· ~sa. In this 
·home their eleven children grew up and all but Daisy and Ciara are 
still living. 

. ' There were· two daughters in Uncle Rankin 1. s ::famj,.l.y - Ka.te, Who was 
Mrs ... Will Moore; and Mary, ~he wife of Pres Patterson, a Confederate 
soldier, said to have been-present when Lee .eur~endered. 

Uricle Rankin was an elder·in the Cmnherland Presbyterian church for 
much of his long life.. He, µ.ke many. pioneers~. had .many skills. He 
could make a ·fine pfece of furniture, could go into a blacksmith shop 
and make what he wanted at the forge, knew how .~o choQse. good lumber 
.and how to d'ress it,. was a good farmer and orchard man, .and knew the 
milling ·business : from beinnirig to end.. He· spent his old age in his 
own»home;· with the family of 1lis .s.on-in~la~,· w.s.Moore. H;l.s sist.er Mary 
the second wife of Rev. John Carnahan, lived in this home when she was 
old, and it seems that she was. s()mewhat crippled, for she.· was always 
called'. 11 A~t imne Polly. " · · · 

The carnahans, like the Pyeatts, were among the "First Families" 
both at Arkansas Post and here. Rev. John Carnahan had come to the 
Po st in ·,1su .from South Carolil?.a ~ . A year la tf;lr i he preached the. first 
Protest~ sermon in :~at is now flrkansas (at q~ystal Hill), held the 
first communion serytee and the firs~ baptismal. ,service. After his. ·~on 
Samuel came ·to Cane. Hill, he followed and, spent ·:t.he r,est..:of his life 
here •. ·: : · .. :!· · · · 

In Samuel Carnahan' s family, when he and his wife came to Cane Hill 
in 1827, there were four children: Billy; .~emima, ,who married James 
White and lived in the Bethlehem n~ighborpqod near- t~e crossing of 
Barren Fork on the road to Dutch. Mills; J~:s,' 'who werit to California; 
and Martha. The fifth child was Mary Anh Carnahan~ the first white 
child born on pane Hill. She married Finis .Ewing Crawford and lived at 
the Crawford home on the Greasy Valley roB.d Where her son Ewing lives 
now. She· iiiherited the old Pyeatt family Bible with records going as 
far back as .. :1725 ~ _now the property 'of he:r · son Cyrus. Her oldest son F.d 
married Maggie Henry, Major Henry's daugI:iter. There were two daughter.s2 
Lizzie, wife of Smith Kelleam; ~d Annie, third ,.wife of w.s.~oore. . ·. ,. 

•. . ·. . . . .. . 

Other sons in Samuel Carnahan' s family besides those listed earli~r 
werei · John, Jacob Preston, Sam, Peter· and Henry.. Henry's ·first wif.e 
was Mrs. Kelleam of near .Little Rock, . mother of Sniith~ Charlie and 
Fannie Kelleam Roberts. Their son.a, ·Will and Sam, made .. their home at 
Viney Grove where Sam died several'years ago and where Will ~ves yet. 
One daughter, Annis, died while still a young girJ.. Another, Lilli~, 
married Hanry Patton of·' Bentonvil1~ and lives in N(iw Me~co. · .. ;_. . , 
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Jacob Preston Carnahan married Susan Amelia, daughter of Col. Hay 
Crawford, and was for many years Professor of Mathematics li:n Cane Hill 
College. He fought in several battles during the War, and at Corinth, 
Mississippi, got a bullet in his knee which was never removed. Their 
children, Alfred, Evie, Jim, Mary Clem, and Susie, grew up in the.home 

.. :, ··.that Captain Carnahan built, a part ·of which· is ·now standing. Cap~ain 
.. CB:rnahan and Alfred took much interest in preserving pi~neer history, 
· and some. of the .. material used here comes fr.om their· records~·· '.:-:·:': '' 

' : 

. · · P~te:r.-, the elev:enth .. child of Samuel and wife, was 'a Cumberland Pres­
. byterian preacher- for more than 50".years. · · He "to·o was a ·confederate 
soldier. Most of his years in the ministry were spent in :Beilton·county 
and he lived at various places in and around Bentonville. So long and 

· so· faithfully. did .he minister to those ·about· him, not only to his own 
.flock .but to every one.who·had need of him, ·that he oecame a fri:end to 
the whole countryside. It is said that once when· a new pastor c'ame to 
take charge of another denomination there, one of the brethren said to 

· him, "I'll tell you now that· you won't be asked to marry anybOdy «:>r to 
conduct any funerals. Uncle Peter Carnahan does <!:1'1 that. 11.' · 

. .... . . ,,. .:· ·'- ~' .:. : .. · . 

Mrs. Peter Carnahan was .. the daughter· of Rev~· =Jbhn: Buchanan; "'TWo of 
their children are living:·:: Stella '(Mrs~ D'.a·.Lewis':"bf';Portland,' Otegon)· 
and John, who married Dora Hunt· of. Fort sinith~·:·:'.. Five -·sons .:...·- 'otno, 
Edgar, Harry, Earle and· Winfred· .... _ :are· dead,: .· .. ::: .... · · , · 

.. . . . 
Samuel Newton· Carnahan, son of .·Samuel and Mary (Pyeatt) Carnahan, 

married Emma Rollins, daughter of Mose Rollins and his first wife, 
Naomi Crawford Rollins, whose home was not far fr~m Prairie Grove. 

·.~ . . · ... 
, They lived near the·:WhitEfChurch for m:any·year·s, then:~oyed to Pea 
Ridge.·· Mary, the: oldest 'daughter., married ·Frank Henry ·arid lived 'in 

-Texas, where their three children· lived in. that state> '"Sallie married 
·:·Jack-.Maxwell and lived in Bentonville. Tennis married Ollie Russell 

and lived in Cane Hill, and Emmie married first Mr. Reno, then Polk 
Haney. Henry, the only son, married Madge Bailey of Rogers ang lives 
in San Antonio. 

· There were two daughters in the Samuel Carnahan fam~ly not yet men­
tioned: Mrs.,; 'Bettie Pedicord, and Patsy,· who ·lived With Mrs~Crawford 
until her death about 40 years ago. · · 

When Samuel started out from the first camp· to hunt him a· farm; :he 
didn't go very far, ·.or else he looked :a.round · and found nothing that 
suited him better than a· place about a:·mile east of the camping sit~, 
where he built his--house, planted his pear tree in what was to :l?e'the 
front yard, moved his :ramizy in, and·.was :at home. This is the pl~ce )~e 
sold to Fayette ·Brewster. ·While the place ·was the Carnahan ·1fome; Lthere 
was a family burying ground not far from the house. When Mr.Br~wster 
came to buy the place, he insisted that those bodies be moved; so 
those who· had been . buried· there "WeFe takeri··to ·the Beari graveyard. 

· Samuel himself, .. and his :wife, . are· buried. in the· puolic cemete~y" B:t 
·cane Hill; and.the ·sunday School ·that .. he had"served so long pu~ =a 
.stone .. ·at·his.grave with a tribute·on it~,... Fayette: Brewsterrs"son:Bo6d 
.o~ed .;t}:ie:place after· his· fathe1~ ·died.· :·Then Wiliis Trewhitt· ·~otight ·itf. 
The original'Garnahan'house"is··gone·::now~"' · " . ·'·'· ,;· 
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Mr. arid:·~s. Middleton and their daughters, May and Maude, came here' 
from.Chicago, seeking a milder climate since Mr.Middleton's health: was· 
not good. It may be that they' lived for some time in Peirce City, Mo.·, 
before coming to Cane Hill. Choosing outdoor work they began driving ·- .. .-
around to the nearby farms, buying eggs and selling to the towns. Some·· · ·. · 
credit him with being the first to start the egg-sl:iipping business; · · --•-
and later the chicken-shipping. They moved to Fayetteville, and their .. -
home was near where the High School is. May married Robert Chasteen.:· 
and they lived 1n Rus~ellville and Fort smith. The parents and Maude 
also lived in Fort Smith for years. Now, May and Maude both liw in· 
Oakland,. California. -

Not far away lived Major C. M. Henry. Corinne, who married Charlie 
Bain, is the only one of the· Henry children who lives near the ·old .. 
home. Mag lived for years in Little Rock, and. se:veral of the boys · .. 
lived in ·Texas. Frar:ik' s son, Sam, lives in. Lubbock;- hi.s daughter Erin 
Barclay, in Waco; and Wells in some part of that state. Emmitt and 
wife (Bell.Rose) lived in west Texas and F.mm.itt served as sheriff for 
years. yheir children and grandchildren lived in Plainview and other 
towns clos_e by. _Major Henry's brother Dosh was at the Henry home for 
a time.. His son Allan· lives in Tulsa. Walter Henry; a son of Major 
Henry, married Effie Humphreys who lived with her widowed mother and-:-,:: 
her brother Harry, in the old Bean home. After Effie died, Walter· ·: -. 
married and later moved to Fayetteville. 

Mark Bean died during the War · and was buried 
ground of his wifet s fmly; .the Parks family.· 
buried in Santa Ana, California, where . she 
daughter Eliza. · 

. -

in the f amilY. burying 
His wife died and -was 

had gone . to visit;-her 

There had been a daughter Eliza in the Parks family, too, and she 
married Dr. McCo_lloch; Mary Jane married Richard Bean1 s brother, Mark 
Bean; Selina.married Mr.Blakemore; Adeline married Major _Quesenbury; 
and Ann married 'Judge Mullins', Emily was the only orm of -the seven 
sisters who didn't marry. 

The Parks place .has been in possession of the family since 1829, in 
which year the pioneer Robert Parks and his wife, Eliza9eth Johnson 
Parks, came. Two Parks brothers, Aaron and Joel, lived across the road, 
·near where the filling station is now, and ran a store. It seems that 
._there was a post office in .the ·store for a time. Mr.Watson lived in 
the home that had belonged to ·one of the brothers. The Parks farm was 
bought from a Mr. Woody, probably the William Woody, once County Judge 
and from June 8, 1830, to December 27, 1833, postmaster at Cane Hill, 
succeeding Bryan Smithson who was appointed on October 13, 1829. · ' · · 

· · tn the post office records, giving the amount of postage collected 
ih 1830, is this item: Cane Creek.$8.28. Since the name Cane Creek 
doesn't appear anywhere else, and it is known that Cane Hill had a 
'post office. at that time, it seems possible that the record should say 

'Cane Hill instead of Cane Creek;. That year the postage sold at Fay­
'. etteville amounted to $12.18. At the close of the year ending March Jl, 

1834, both of fices had done more business, Cane Hill. producing $173.85 
and Fayetteville $221.02. :·,:::· :-·• ---
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The oldest part of the Parks house was built on the hill near where 
stands the house puilt.by Jim Mitchell, the one that Ned Stevens lived 
in fl?r years, anct was bougfrf. ·µy·Mr. Parks and moved across· the road to 
:the site close. by the ·spring. Tweive ·oxen were hitched. to ·it.and it 
took two days to move it over to where it was to rest on its .. new 
.f.oundation. Uncle .Jimmie Buchanan often came over to watch· and .would 
.sit in a rocking chair in the house as it moved along. Whe~ the work 
was finished the P~ks family. gave a big supper for all those who had 
helped them. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Parks were middle-aged, they went to Fayetteville, 
Tennessee, to visit Mrs. Parks' Scotch-born mother who was growing old 
and wanted them to have some money she had saved .for the education of 
their son Perry. The only way for them to get it was to go after it. 
They made the entire trip on horseback, carrying with them their 
clothing, bedding.and provisions. They were gone three months, and 
about two months after they came back, their.second son Bob was born. 
He married Miss Tennie Strong and they. lived . in the old home. Bob 
lived to be more than 90 years old, as his mother had done.before him. 

. . 

Dr.McColloch and his wife, Eliza Parks McColloch;. and their children 
Jim, ·Clint and Neil lived on the farm that was ·after~ards the home of 
Henry Pyeatt, · though at first· they lived in a· house. on the e.ast· bank 
of Jordan, about straight east of the gate going into the Pyeatt place. 
That first house has been gone so long that no one .knows exactly where 
it stood. About 1880 the family moved to' Texas • 

.. ··.,-. 

j·,A.L.McColloch, brother to the Doctor, was a man of ·many trades. He 
was.trained as a tailor in his youth, 811d some say ~is was the .first 
tailor' s shop in this country. The frame of· th~ old mirror in his.· shop 
is still in the hands of relatives. He was a cabinet maker to.o, . and 

.. for some years he made wagons. A part of his wood-working shop ·stood 
until.a few years ago, the place where Wiley Holbrook.lived. 

' ·~. . 

Both of .the McCollochs ·l-ient with·the 49-e.rs· to. C.aliforn1a. and pr.os­
pected around Or'oville for a while. On the way ~~h. they .w~re ~'o :.<:iross 
what they called 11the 80-mile desert". One of the party, George McKee, 
a lame man living on the mountain east of the Jim McColloch farm, · was 
for giving up and not trying to cross, · fearing he could not hold out 

.. to walk so far ~n desert country and he had no horse or .mule~· . Jim 
McColloch got off his mule, insisting that the lame man take it . and 
ride, saying he was strong enough .to walk all the way.· In .. ~ime, both 
men. reached California,an:d.-in longer.time:, both. came back to. Carie.Hill. 
On Mr.McColloch 1 s return tip he went by ship to the Isthmus .. o.f · ~ai;lama, 
walked aero ss the Isthmus, then on· the· Atlantic side :C.anie' .. by ship, 
possibly to New Orleans. . .. ,·; · 

When war came in 1 61 the McColloch men again left home and this time 
their sons went with them, all going into the Confederate .army. The 
women and girls in each fiunily were left to keep the homes.: As .time 
went on and getting food and ·other necessitie.s became. each '.week more 
of a task, the two families decided to live in the same home, '.;and so 
have just one piac~· t:o care for. . Dr. Mccolloch' .s. wife. Eliza t~ok her 
girls and went to:·the. home · of her sister:..in-law, .Aunt Poliy/: where 
they planned their wel-k in such a way .. that re~pons;ibiliti~s and. +abor 
were divided. Aunt Eliza furnished the me.at.;. Aunt Polly the bread~ . .. ,· . '• 
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The children were taught to set traps for wild turkeys on the moun­
tain, and to watch· them closely,- bringing in"'. all: they could catch. 
A thinly-sprinkled trail of corn ' led to the ·traps 'and often -a turkey 
would be fol.Jnd. Once three large gobblers were in the trap at the same 
time and the two girls who _found them killed all three and dragged 
them to the house. · 

There came a time when Jim McColloch got home for a short visit . and 
some bushwhackers found out he was there. One night the bushwhackers 
and some negroes came and searched the house, saying they intended to 
kill Mr.McColloch when they caught him. They did not ·find him, nor did 
they find him when they came a second time and· a third time. The same 
Mr. McKee whom he had befriended on the trip to California was a sol­
dier in the Federal army and he learned of these raids and had .warned 
Mr. McColloch, adding "I'll slip you through the Federal lines ·tonight 
after dark and you can go south to the Confederate army. 11 When dusk 
came, Mr. McColloch joined Mr.McKee at a place agr.eed on, and he soon 
made his way to safety. 

Mrs. Jim McColloch was Mary Dyer before she married, and there were 
other Dyers among the pioneers, some living in Crawford and'-Sebastian 
counties and some· in this section. Her sister, Emily Dyer, ·:;;married 
Obadiah Seay, who came.from Tennessee to Arkansas in 1829. She was his 
second wife. Rufus Seay, who was a blacksmith here for so long, was 
her step-son. 

Rufus Seay joined Captain Buchanan 1 s company when War came and 
·served in that company for a short time, then went as blackSmith··to 
the regiment of Samia Watie, the Cherokee Indian who became a.general 
in., the Confederate army. After the war Rufus Seay married Miss Jane 
Kiliibrough and built for his home· the house: that used to stand. 'just 
east of the ·Earle home. Their· children, Bettie, Austelle, '.·:Obadiah, 
Belle, and Ellen, grew up there. The fari:iily moved to Dutch Mills many 
years ago. 

· Becky Dyer· m·arried Lige Leach and lived in the valley south of Cane 
Hill. During the war Mr.Leach buried some money belonging to his niece 
who was his ward. When Federal soldiers came and demanded that he dig 
it up and give it to them, he steadfastly refused. When they could nqt 
force him to give it to them, they took him and another old man, Mr. 

-'Art Crozier, and hanged both to ·the high cross-bar holding, together 
twc:>" tall gate posts · at a spot nor far north of the entrance to the 
place that belonged to Mr. and Mrs. Earle Gould. They hanged one other 
aid man, Mr.Whinnery, at the spring in front Of Mr.Meal's house. Since 
·a.u_-able-bodied men were in· the army and none left at home but the ol,d 
arid infirm, women and girls came with a wagon ·to take down· these 
bodies for burial. A group of girls drove a wagon underneath.,·.tne 

·.-gallows· and one of them, Lou Lacy (Bean), taking a large :knife in.:her 
·hand, crept out long the cross-bar and cut the ropes· that held the 
bodies~ while the ·girls in the wagon lowered them into the.wagon b~d. 
At the place of burial, graves were dug by these same:women and gir~s. 
There were other instances, perhaps more than are remembered now, when 

'>gf.aves were dug by women. When the Inks boys ·and Tom ·May were bµried, 
Mrs. Susan Hagood, aunt of the Inks boys, .. brought-.. quilts · from. :.·her 
home to wrap the bodies in, then helped dig the graves. 
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·· · ·.Myra· Dy~_;r .fu_arried Gree~ ;I, •.. Harrison, who W?-S born in east Tennessee 
· April 16~.- ::I.812.. He ccµne to Arkansas in 1834 and worked at the tanyard 
·of J~es.Mitc.hell, whose home was near where Cane Hil:)..' s eastern side 
'·slopes d<:rwn into Greasy Valley~ That slope is often spoken of as ·the 
Mitchell Hill. The harrisons' son Dick lived at Prairie Grove. Perry 
and Mace Harrison are sons of Dick Harrison; Minnie, who married John 
Mqck,,was a daughter. 

·. ·Ad¢laide Dyer, like her sister Elnily, married a widower. Her husband 
. Tandy Kidd, the pioneer, was·one·or' the richest men of his day, and he 
l)'i@aged · several .businesses besides his farm. He ran a mill, kept a 

: star$·, and a.t one time was postmaster at Bostonville, wherever 1;.hat 
maj' have been. In fact, he was the ~nly postmaster Bostonville ever 
had~ for the office was in existence only one year. 

The well-to-do Mr. Kidd was in the h~bit.of burying his money, which 
fact was known to other people. Many and various were the tales told 
about the hiding places of this gold. If he had buried as much treas­
l.lre a~ the famous old Captain himself, there 1'JC>uldn 1 t have·been, any 
n).ore :·tales afloat. Even as late as the .80 1_.~, there were rumors of dig­
_"ging done at night somewhere about the. old. Kidd homestead. Usually the 

. site'.figuring in these t.ales was 'the old spring-house, gone long ago, 
Which. was built by the spring farther .north on the place •. In . spite of 
all the tales whispered about, the truth seems to be that. he .kept J:iis 
money in the house, buried under a hearth-stone. · 

•'. 

Mr. Kidd was killed at a wheat threshing in a dispute ayer ,w~eat. 
After his death his wife moved 'to a .. farm near Pnairie Grove •. -..... .-. . ' . . ··'· . ... .. 

.Children of the first marriag~ were: Mort, who married Miss Thomas 
aiicf .li -ired in the home the Meals: live iri now; J iln, who lived at Clyde, 
and.some others. Neal and Clint were children 'or. the second.marriage. 
Clint's first husband was Houston Parks, not related to th~· Cane Hill 
family nor to the Parks family of Cincinnati. He lived in or near 
Prairie Grove. Their daughter Ida married.John Rogers, son of ·Dr. 
Rogers, a pioneer; their son Jim . married Myrtie., daughter of Dr. 
McCormick. Clint's second husband was.Fay McCormick, . who owned and 
managed a .flour mill at Prairie Grove .• · · · · 

. Neal married Mr. Shofner, an:i their children were: :.E,lla, .wii~ married 
Dr. Henry Brewster; Clara; Myrtle, who married Mr .Dutton; and .a son. 

. . .. . 
Nor1'.h of the old _Kidd place .. lived -John Trousdqle;, .. and. ,h_e too .was ,a 

miller; he wa.s also merchant, postma9ter and farmer. . He :had. the .fir~t 
st.e.am-m.ill. in northwest. Arkansas, and for a few ye~s the -postoffie<e 

. here ~as named 1-'Steam Mi.11 11 , though Samuel Newton CU1d not Mr .T;rousdale 

. w;as .postmaster .. for the four .Years that the postoffice existed. . ·Aft.er 

. the name was changed to Boonesborough, Mr. Trousdale -was postJ!laS'j:.er 
,.from February 1866 to May of. the same year, when John S. Wilsqn ·;took 
.t.~e place and_ filled: it until A\,lgust of that year; 
.... · . -
. : ~.·: Trousdale' s. wife had been, a miss Harri11gton. Their horn~ was the 
plac~ ,-where. t_h~ .. Meal~_ live. . .: ~ ' . . 

·:• .... 
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When the Trousdales' young daughter, .Sarah Jane, was a little less 
than 15 years old~ ·she and, young Mr. Kirby made plans for an elopement, 
knowing the father would not consent to his daughter's marrying so 
young. Col. John McClellan' s son White ·and some other young friends 
were to help the young couple get away. The young men were to come 
down the road to the place about where the mill dam is now~ and wh:i,.~e 
some stayed the~e with the horses, others would go toward the house, 
near which they were to find the young lady wearing a white dress and 
standing under a certain apple·tree. 

It so happened that a certain young clerk in the Trousdale store 
learned of the plans and thought this was not the right thing to do. 
Moreover, he had ·a liking for the girl him' self. So he told the fat her 
of the plans, and· the father made some plans of his own. He locked the 
girl in her room,arid when the proper time came, wrapped a sheet around 
him and went to stand under the apple tree. The young men came, left 
some of the party with the horses at the creek, then ¥Jr.Kirby and one 
or two others crossed Jordan and went toward the house and the apple­
tree. As they appfoached, one man noticed that the figure standing at 
the specifieq place w~s rather tall. He took a closer look and then he 
·and the others turned and run. Mr. Trousdale ran too, soon caught one 
of them and ·:recognized him. Indignantly he said, 11 Jlln. McColloch, ·tru:s 
will come home to you. 11 · 

And come· home to him, it did. Shortly after the close of the Civil 
War, When sectional bitterness was still.running high, his daughter 
Jerusha ran away and married Jim Wheel~r, a soldier in the·~ FederB.l. 
army, and her father, a deep-dyed Confederate, couldn't help himSelf. 
It was a bitter experience for him and he remembered the rebuke given 
him by Mr. Trousdale. · 

Boys could make jokes then as well as now, and one of those Who- fled 
from the orchard that night, told afterwards that when they got to 
Jordan on the way back to the waiting friends and horses, Mri.K:l.:rby,. an 

· 1.inusually tall man, stumbled at the east bank of the creek ·and .fell 
straight across to the west bank«, so that the others ran over his -body 
as over a bridge. 

·:·: 

· ·so there was no elopement, and to guard against the danger of another 
attempt, Mr. Trousdale took the family on a visit to Indiana and left 
the girl with her grandmother for a while. She did get married thoilgh, 
after she was more grown-up, and this time the family offered no ob­
jection. The gridegroom'was White McClellan,. one of the friends who 
had gone to the apple tree to help Sarah Jane run away with another 
man. 

At ·this wedding ·at the Trousdale home, Jemima Coulter was a brides­
maid~ Before the fest_ivities were over, she slipped out unnoticed, out 
to where a young inah," Bob Moore from Pennsylvania·, waited with a horse. 
In another minute both were on the horse, Jemima "riding behind", and 

'· ·· ·away they galloped through the darkness to the nearest place to be 
married. Running itWay to get married seemed to be the rule in the 
'.Coulter family, for the simple reason that Mr. Coulter had a habit of 
'forbidding a marriage as soon as he heard of the plans. Jemima's sis­

·t.er Rebecca married the Mr. Kirby who had planned to run away with 
Sarah Jane Trousdale. So none were left lonely. . .... 
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Mr.and·,-~~-~ _·Whi~e McClellan lived, on the place where Harri McClellan 
li ~es. _nqw,; ··.in a house nearer the. s pr:ing. Durl.ng the War, wheri the Fed-.. 
era~s wer~ .btirning Cane Hill,· a soldier came to the yard~: said to her, 
11 You'<L bett~r be carrying out your· feather beds, old lady; we' re going 
to baj'_r1 your house. 11 She calmly went on with her work~ saying, 11Well, 
I 111 .have a cle·an place for the ashes to fall.'-' The .rest of 'the ·party 
didn't come and the house was never bur:ned •. _.The family lived in it 
until they built the house standing now, about 1870. ,'''_ 

~te McClell~ 1 $ oldest brother Charles,, porn August 22, 1802, was 
th~ t~rst of the ·family to come to Prkansas. He had been sent to do 
so~ ·~wveying aroilnd Fort Smith· and hearing much. of the country north 
of ~he mountains·, came up to . look ;i..t .over.. . Being well pleased; he 
bought a place and brought his-;·parents .and~ soroe brothers and :sisters 
to the , new .home. · . . . . . · · · · 

The father of Col. John McClellan .had served as· .Colonel in the In­
di~ ·wars, ser~i.ng in tennessee· although he was porn in Virginia, and 
he.live.~ many· years in AlabBma, at ]3omerville, coming from that state 
to Ark.ans as •. · · H~ was probably the. -first to be buried in the family 
burying' ground, a plot on the farm that at a later. time was the home 
of his son White. · · · 

The· white McCl~llaris. oft:en took College -~tudents to board, and many 
of these qame from.the Indian Territqry. ."One McClellan daughter, Ada, 
married Taylor .. f~reman, son- of Rev. ~tephen, Foreman, a prominent Cher­
okee; and a son--Charlie married Jennie, .. another child of Rev.Foreman·. 
Willie, another s·ori, marri.ed Rachel Adair~ d·aughter of a: Cherokee._ fam ... 
ily. John, the oldest son, married Mary Buchanan, daughter of· Rev .• 
Thomas lBuchanan; anc:t Getty married Lizzie Cowley, daughter of Mr·s. 
Margaret Co.wley •. ·Annie; one of the -older children, married Dr. John 
Booth and it ·wa¢· :for them· that the. house Mr .Getty afterwards lived in 
was built. The Zeb Edmiston fainily iived in that house when they first 
moved to Cane Hill, ,and··:the Fields family lived there for a short· time, 
later moving· to Lebanon, Tennessee.. ·. · ·: · .. 

Mary McC;i.ellan died unmarried. Lou Parker married Rev.I~A.Gaither;- a 
Cumber.land Presbyterian pr·eacher and for a time pastor of the church 
here~- Lallie married Will Mills and . lived in the Terri toty. ·.A son Ed 
Mills lj, ves in Tulsa~ ,. ... . ~ .. ; · · 

- ,. • • • •• r • • 

Col.. John had a third ·son to leave Alabama. and come to ·the- new .. coun-
try. :Matthew~· cal.led Colonel Ma.tt, buiit. the ·house now owned' by, ~im 
Little. His daughter Laura married Dr. William ·weich· "and-· for ... a ,Short 

···:'time they .lived ;in tha,t house. Land owners at that time were no.t···good 
abo~t. ;sellmg, any of ·their well-loved acres, and .Dr,. _Welch said he had 

. ·.:· to build his»home .on a sand bank . because. it was·'the only place he 
· =, could ·buy. Thi~_.is the place where th~ Millers l~ve now. ". · · 

. ... . . . ~-

.'·. · · ·An 9;i.der \iatighte:r ·of Col. Matt·, Mary, ¥id ·her · husband; ·Thomas·:.lacy, 
le:ft:Alabania,to.come west, first:to Texas; th,~n to»van Blren~ Mr •. Lacy 

.... ·was· .~i:lle~f ey·.'Federa:l: soldiers:·=during the War anCl soml:'. time· 'later. .Mrs • 
. : .. · Lacy :moved to' Cane _·Hill·. ··A: s·on Alec,. one of th_e old'er children:, '..may 

have stayed in van. BUt,en, ... not: coming w:i;.th the. fcimily when· ~they moyed. 
He married Julia Wilcox· of van Buren. · · · ·· · , .. ,_ . . . . . . . . . ... 

_J 
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: '~J'he: either chl.IdrerL.~t~ied here~ 1 camni1e ·hi'arried; ·bi~,: ~c)n ·af ;J~·A.L. 
Mc'colioch· Latira Mari· ea James· cB;.tet~ • Jo~'~rrieif Eiiz~ Bean·>··a:nd 
'I . ' • . • ' .. J,. . . . _.,_ .. • . -.-· . . ·-. ·-· - . • -. . ) .... . 
'Lou_ married Eli~ia-1 s }i·-c;t·ti'er Dick· :Fannie married 'Bob ;H~ ·~·--Theo 'riiar~ .... ,_-_ ... _ ... _ .... ~-.. r ... ., ,,_, .. _, . - -·-. _;:,_., ..... , __ ,_ .. ·-_ye,,,., .. , .... -_, 
tied. fannie-_For_eJ7iR!l ·o;r,:·Mµskogee;-.Eller_i,.9.ied y9Uiig;' -,~d, the_ ~wo. yqµnger 
'.g-~r.Ui·"~Juic,e. ~ ·::AJ'ip:;Le; · ina,r~:ie~ ~w9 Ec:lli)iston' -b~C?~h'.~rl,_' .~ohI\ AAd ~.olib •. 

'; ' • • • . • • •• • ·-- •• I • • ' ' • • • •• . .- • • .... ,,. ~ • •'•' ·, : ; .. • . . . ' . --

Hiss Dollie McClellan, Yotingest child of' Coi-cinei''M~tt;/' was 'a ·baby 
wh~n her. mother died , and ,:Mrs. Lacy took her. j_~t.o .11!3~. h~e. ~d c.~ed 
·ro,r . her. Many- years. afte~;,'.,. Whe;-i thro.ug.n, ~~·~ _change~ __ .}ihi~~(t.iffi~. pffugs, 

· -~h-~. Lacy home was .bro~en)~fj;,, Miss .J?oU.Y. ~ent .t~. :-f.~yett~y~_llE'.. -~to .live 
}'lit.h. her sister, -~s •· WelqJf;-, and after Mr:s·~; W¢:).ch' e; 'dea~h, ~ht:'.· came 
:~ack .t-6 CaneHill. J.o. _;I.iv~· .. 1~. Jh'e home_ of her n~~c~.:.:- .1.1rs·:.Glepi M~qoµoch. 
-•· • • • • ," • ' '' .. ' • - • • • ' • • •, •' , .. :. • •: •· •.. ;. ... ; ~ J • •,• • I • 

Colonel John had some daught'ers to. move here •. one· da~hter,.- :Olirla, 
and her husband, Harvey ppmpbell, son of Judge WiU.i~ q~pb~:J.J. .. of 

.. ~merville ;·. c~e ·1n the :f'aJJ, 'qf 1833, . bringillg ,their 6~inorith$'.-old).~~n 
·::Thomas wi~h' ,thei;n. . It .~o,_ ,hap~ned thci.t,, ·Mr:".·c~p.~~µ- ciidri.' ~ ·_like. th();~w 
country at all,· so he took his wife and ~:t?.,C!-by,-&ld _went 9a;c~ .. t,o- ·the:~~ 
they had left. · ·· ·'' ·- ·. -

_ •. :;.:.' ;: .:,-·{=i ., ... ;, ;,. ! . .'":. . . .•... ·. . :·.· ,. . .·.),'; •'· .· .: .. j':' 

.1 ;~.-Wh.en that",s<?~._ gr~w ·~P. )1~ ·~~r_ied M:j,~·s;:.sar·~.)yelch;· wh.(j~-~-·:r-amily had 
),1ready moy_e~ tq. Cane Jgll, . · ·and in l,S71 t'1¢Y: '.'and the:i.r baby' son Cl~~ 
.. i'oilowed the 'trail ·at the Welches -and c'ame J'..o 'P.rkansas. Their other 

. -~ ..... . : . . . . i' ::. ··:· . ' 1- • • •• ' ; • ·;. ... t - : ~·: .'.; ~ 

:,$9n, -Booth _was bo~;1i ·~-~;t:er_· ::they came here. ,.: _ · _.:::·-, ·· _. _, ... 
.• •, . . . . ".. ·' ... , . •, . ,•.,. • • .I.! , ~. .. , :._ J .'.• • ' • .• •. 

~/--Th:~ .61Ci,~st da~ht~t' w4~':·~-~bara. Sh~:~rl~~·:~~- Rat~e.r·aro ·_~ay~d, in 
::'}If p,,m.itCJ:•: :;Her gt~~s~p- ,c:~e' _to Arkansas ~~,~~-s; ·,a: ·banlq~r ~ _ ~::i.t~l.~;)~ock. 
r-'"' :· • ·,"": ~· •. •• , •. ··. .• • :, ;. :· . .-.: • .. . • :•. :. ..... -.. • • • • • • ,•. • •• - •••••.• 

"·-- · Then ·there w~i3 Sar.ruf ·who marri¢~· _ a Wil's&i · -~4- 1,i ve(i: . at ·the, ~pl:~cf:r )i<?w 
owned by Nick "Matthews~---·Miss F

1 
orence Wilson:;·,--thi3' widely knbw ··teaC-ner, 

was their daughter. . Another daughter lived in Spri~gt'ielci, Mis s_O\U'i. 
i~~o~t~~ery Wils,p?, who' wa~,,.~.~~ the ~~h~,~ ~?-ys the ·~$ht/~~~~~i.;;~e;r.~ 
}?it~~~'.··~:as t.h~~!:f:P~~;_:~; -.·: -_:·:···· . . :·: .. :··., . ;c•··> . ... ,'.. :::·: .. ·. :·:·, i:c•:: 

:~.~·;'• '- .. ~:· -·~ . :··;· .. -.;.:·· .. ··:-. ·- . . ····1 1-:-··r ;:•;;,,,.-:c·;:,·:r 

: ' .. Eliz'abeth married Ewing McClure, the merchant, and '.!4-: yEiq ·m..: ~h~ .)'.1~e 
near the Old College Spring, the spring being often spoken of as the 
~cClure ~~ring•., ... _"J;'hez:e ~re no children in ~be :f~l.y, .. ,.;~he_):ious_~hold 
:q~ing ~e 'up entii~+:f.-~f. gf,o\.ln~ups •. Mr~Mccl\irei:s si&He~,;,.~~ss se·9J<y., 
}~~-~s_. }''1cy~~e' s ,cfous·¥.i, · Mis·s Sallie McCor:z:-¥~6 ).,iyed .. t~~~ a.q~,,~t;i;µ 
.-,~¥ll.~Ii-- )'fi~:;i. R:~th }1cClure, another sister.,:, iliy,e,cLwfth,'t~em. ·.-.S.h~.r-:'\lTaS 
'killed'Wtieri' a horse .. she was riding reared aria: feti backWard,· .. :;itijurhig 
her so that she died. Uncle Pylant, the old Cumberland ·Pre.sbYterian 
.pr~a.9,~-~r., . came theJ:'..e,:to live when ,he .. was old,·,. as, h~. was al,o~.e in:.the 
)~orl~-~~~B.Y- t.hat tim~i :a:n the .m~bera '6f the·:f'anU.ly.-had growri.-:pitf and it 
-~~~-~ep. tq -~fie. sc_nQol'' boys ~d','giris j)assi.rlg .On their.- Way:._ t,o .:ancf fJ;.Om 
__ s~9pl,.,~,tpat .the ):ious.'ehoid wa;s ·~.n-ade up entirely of a.ncj,ents, :: '.B.itho"!J8h 
I~.s,$:,~Jtj-_,Ql.eim, wpo i:iiinaged -tf!.e housework-, anq ·,the. -y~iou~. 13chooi .bOy:s 
;jf~,o)·!or.'kec:l .'~,her~; =.-~:.,order .t.o·:_pay .th,eir. .. w~ fu, ·::schoe>1:, . -m~_it)1ave:.· be~n 
·still yo~:; .. · Ttif ho\ise is .the):>r>.~ ,.1,ate:i,Y., :soti:l - (?y Robe~. 'Patte.reon:~.to 
George am·Roxa·nismtik:es. · · "'· ····-· ·-· •.-· · -- · "· ---

... : .": ···'' • .· ~_.L,..f-·! i··.· .•. , t:".: ···.·; ~ ••. : :- ... ,;. ;-:.-.)., .. -;.. ;· ~".:·r: ~. :-.: l :-:.·: . .;! ~ :· ;· '. ·~· .. 

_;_::_)'{h,e~,.Un¢X~~·.Ewing _:~e~. ,-t!:i:e)1~Jii~ w~_-;w9~~n.'ui:>~·-· ~s B9ckar.·_· ·_·g;ai'.n,8,to 
:_ -~~e- J:l.o~e .o:r her)~roth~ G_e6rge,;:::thfi};,;.ah5Vill~ riier~hant. · ~s~ ~c~~ 

·and Miss sa1lie ·went' ·t:o ·cretti '.Mcciaua.n 1 s J -- and.'. uncle )~Y.lant., ·w.~~f:$0 
the Earle home. · .. , ... ,, ... ·· ----- ··· ~ 
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Miss Sallie's mother was Mary Ann McClellan who was married twice; 
first to Mr .McCorry, then to Mr .Rubell. A 2son of the secorid. marriage, 
John Rubell, and his family and his wife 1 s.'.sister, Chloe clark, lived 
for a time in the house that was the Tueli home· years later, then 
moved to Fort Smith. After a few years Miss Sallie went to llve in the 
Rubell home and . spent ·her last years there. Mable Rube:J.l and Annie 

. R~bell Powell we're daughters of John Rubell. 
•·':: 

So, the old Col.onel Bsd many of his immediate family near hipl, and, 
scattered about ·over. the countryside were the homes of various.cousins. 
There was Mrs~· Jmanda McClellan Braly, widow· of the Cumberland Pres­

:. , byterian preacher, with her three sons, Carrick, Frank and Sam, and a 
· · daughter, Miss Fannie, and not far away was Mrs. Nancy Houston and her 

·children, Will, Frank, Laura and Nannie • 

I:,~ .. 
Though so many had co~e to Arkansas, they .had not left Alabama 

McClellan-le.~.s. William;. a son .of the old ColQriel and a West Point 
graduate, stayed on in the ·old home state, living near Talladega, and 
re.~_ed a· raniily of 17 chi1~·en. j "''.' · 
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I 
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The Welches came from the· ·same part of Alabama. The head of the f am­
ily was Christopher Welch, called Grandpa Welch by the small fry of 

: the place, though none of the said small fry was in any way related to 
him. His home was the pla~e now owned by· Mr. and Mrs.Joe Robinson • 

.. A,fter the death of Mrs. Welch, a daughter, Miss Bettie, kept the home ··:.for· her father and her de.ad sister's children: Lizzie, Tom and Sallie 

.-1.:alackburn. Lizzie .died 'While still a young girl. IDhe twins, Tom and 
Sall,.ie, stayed there until they were grown. Dr.Tom married Miss Jennie 
Reynolds, daughter of Captain Reynolds, and Miss Sallie married J:iJD. 
Hagood, son of the well-known balacksmith, James Hagood. 

·'·: The oldest Welch son, ,Dr. Harrison Welch, just 19 years yotn'!ger than 
his father, and· his wife· Elizabeth lived across the street in the.· red 
brick house that had been built for a Methodist Church. Mrs.Welch• s 
~dowed sister, Mrs. Cowley, and her two children, Lizzie and.Ne4, 
lived with them. ..! ; •• ~.~.~. 

When the· new school fo:r girls was begun, a few years after'·th~'··w~·;:: 
a new church, planri.ed. to sel'Ve as school buildirig too, "·~as :bUilt . 
directly back of th~· brick house and in it this gj.i'ls' school' wa.s. car.;.. 
ried on, and the wicl< church"'was' .. soid. to:.Dr. Wliich .and-,converted into'.' 
a residence. .:.:,]::.~,;.:'. .. ;· . , ... ,.,.... ····:•:)':.. .• ·"·"·'' ,"• . . .. ~. . ::~:·~. . .. ··.; ,:: . . : ...... ': . . : : 

•• ~ -:--·. t • ! . ~-- ~ ·• ~· 
,. . 

Dr. W~l~h was head . of this school .for a few year~~ . .and continued to 
teach when it was merged with the Cane Hill College ..... Later he went ·tq.:.' 
the University in Fayetteville as Principal of the :Pr.eparatory Depart­
ment, and for a few years was 1 at· the head of The Prairie Grove Insti­
tute, a school maintained by the{ Methodist Church for several years. 
He came bac~·.to Cane Hill after that and was a partner with his wife's 
nephew in a village store, the firm name being Cowley & Welch. 

Dr. William Welch built and lived in the house next north of Grand­
pa's. Another Welch son, Tom Welch,.lived at Cincinnati where he taught 
school. His children were: Alice, Harry and Bess. They moved to Cali­
fornia long ago. 
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Mrs. Tom Campbell, a Welch daughter, lived at Clyde many years, then 
the famil.Y. moved to: .the house -~µ~lt .by l{r. Andrews, t_he one tha~ Mr_s. 
Violet Braly owns now •.. All the family were· Q.evoted)iethodists. and Dr. 

1·: 

Harrison· Welch was an ordained minister .. "in that church. : ' 
.t; 

Uncle Ned Cowley u~ed to say that ~heri :the Cowleys and Welches were' ·: 
moving to Cane Hill, they spent. a night a~ the Brewster home on Cove 
Creek and found the generqus hospitality characteristics of pi_orieers. 
So it is plain :t·hat the Brew_ster family had -~·om'.e' to the new country 
before. · · ·· : : :! .: .. 

Fayette Brewster a'.na· wile,°:·· Elizabeth Simpson Brewster, sister to 
Mrs. Amanda Marlar Who lived at Prairie Grover·llved on Cqv~. Creek un-. 
til they bought. the Carnahan place and moved there where ::.they could. 
more easily send their large family of .children to.school. ~peir seven 
sons all lived to be middle-aged but only Hugh and Frank ?-;-e_ living_ 
now; Hugh, a lawyer in W.;i.shington, D.C.; Frank, a Presbyterian minis­
ter in Missouri. Henry was a physician; settlethin:.Prair_ie Grove and 
married a Prairie Grove girl, Ella Shofner. Artht!r .was. neyer married; 
lived in the state of Washington. Orrin married Susie Cunningham, 
~u8hter of Jim Cunningh~ ·whose home was by the crossing of Marrs 
Creek at Prairie Grove~·· ..... SU.sie lived only a few years and her little 
daughter Beulah was· t*-eri'·;into the home of Orrin's parents. Bood lived 
some years in WasmJt~<?.n ,and married there. After his wife 1 s death he 
brought his sma.11 ~;on, :~~ence and came back to his father's home. The 
grandparents kept ·.~lj~ ·.:two orphan grandchildren and cared for them as 

.:they had for their J~eri.'children. Bood 's second wife was Rev. Uncas 
McClure 1 s daughter Nett'a, twin sister to Pat who married Charil~ Kirby. 
They bought the old'·home and stayed there until their., children, five 
sons and one daughter, grew up and began making homes:,for.,ttiemselves. 

B~be's wife was Jessie, daughter of Tom Kirby, and she too died 
~~:r,;ly, leaving a little daughter Lillian, ·who lived with her Kirby 
.grandpa.rents. Babe married a second time ancf'!had a son nam.eci::_Dee. 

· . 
. , ... _Annie, oldest of the Brewster daughters, married Delp~· -Patterson 
Jrom North Carolin~{ •. Doll marri.ed:·George Fain/ whose father had been a 
:¢ller.,. at the Moore and Pyeatt Flouring Mill for many years. Fa~ie 
married Ross Moore~ son of Joe Moore. .·-·· 

Fayette Brewster's two brothersj · John and Hi, also lived on Cove 
Creek. ,Mr.John followed his brother's example and moved to Cane Hill 
when his. t.hree chiid.ren were growing· up. Mr.Hi lived·.on at his origin­
al home ~all his days. His son Tom went to school in· Cane Hill •. 

: ".,~gf ~o far away on Fly Creek li v~d the Cox connection. ColanEl.11 Cox 
wa'a from LOgan County, Kentucky~- and he had come to Arkansas about 
1816, living for some years on Big Mulberry, coming north at the ti!Iie 

;.,~~., Crystal Hill settlers came. . His wife was Martha (or Margaret) 
.b~~cl:lapan~ ,daughter of John, son of· Samuel who·· came from Irelans. in 
·_,,470.?_•,. /l'l:ley settled the place on Fly Creek often .Called: the Aunt Ki.~.~Y' 
f.,~eec:!·:place, now the property of· Mrs. Joe Fisher of. California. At .first 
-:'t-J1,er,e. were 600 acres in the home place, none too much· for:: the . big. f~­
::,i)4_1;;lS ~f that day.· The. children were: Edminston, Samu.el, Andersqp, 
.+ .. Bu;r.:we_ll, John, Maria, and Vina. Coleman's· second wife was Poll,y:. liJld 

they had a daughter Amy,.; who married Jim Reed,· .sheriff··of the ·co:u.fl.t-Y 
for a while, and at least ·one son, Andy, father of W. Erskin'e Cox.< 
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·Edmiston died young.,._...,. pt the' f.our' o'th.er. sons', ._ ~1tree were Cumb.E?rland 
Presbyterian preachers: .: ·~uel, "·Burwell ~nd And~ ~:: .. j.~'.J?~, the only, ~.~€: 
not .a preacher, had a daughter who married a. CW11oerland Presbyt eri.an 
pr.~a~~·er ,: ':Re,J:~:: Sam. aen~.on_ ,~eed, .and their son Richard 'is a preacher~-\· 

. :;-.:-: 

.. :':'."s~well lived in·:'i:exas;n~~r Bonham. Anderson -spent· µlost of the :years 
''or his ministry "·in .Clarksville, where a daughter'· Mrs. Ida. John:s.011, 
still lives. Samuel stayed near home and mar.riect,Mary Sexton, who-~e 

.... father;~s the.well.'":'known pioneer Methodist preacher,Rev,Jacob Sexton. 

I. ··!.'Phe'ir. ·s.cm, .R9bert. Cox; married Ja_ne Christian and their children were: 
:.·iMartha.,. Milt.on,. Isaac, ·Alta, Samuel and Albert •. Samuel married a second 
:/tiime,.' tri,s .'tif'e- be:i.rl'g' the widow Ca~ack, born Martha Crozier, a sister I ·~(~1~~=~~·5~~.~.··:.Croz~~r.'i;:'. A third t~e. Samuel ma~z:~~:d·, this time to Mar-

..... : 

I 
.. , "Vina, o_ne_ of ColeJt18.n's two.daughters, married· a Pyeatt, .wno like'· so 
"'''many ot.her.s i11 ·t;.foi.t'i'amizy, was naine_d Peter.·. .•J · 
.. :··:·.· .· ............ _;·1:. . .. 

;···" 'The oth.~r d~'i,lgh{er, i1taria, when ·a. little-more tha:µ .. 14 years·:old, 

I ·_.-.'mar.ried ?-.Dr. '.Condit·• and:'had one child whd'~lived onlY ~ sho~ta'tiime. 
' ·-.: .. Her .. husba~d.:di~:~ .~ri!.~bout":·,t\\'o years. s_oi;ne t~~: later .. ·~?-e yqurig·=wf~ow, 

·«:' tryi-ng .to. :r.;.;id¢ ·a.c.ros$·: a badly· swo:Uen creek,:: got into:·wa,ter too· 'swift 

t-...... -~-OT. h~r 110.rs:~·\~~~--{.,~~i .i~;'.:iaqg~r. of._be~-~~ .... ~~'1 .. e_pt•.downstream_:wnen a yow:g 
... :;man .cam~. ~Y at;. ,just· the trligtit..:·tirne a.n~ rescued:··her .,and her ho.rse. This 

• .:«i·:' .:was. John·: Mq:rt.9~ · rroni:-'Bowlirig -.green,: .'K~p~tj'cky, ·'br.q1;.l;ler t~ ... Rev. Ge·orge 
· .. ·~:Morrow.· A t th~t"t?Jile he·:~.51 ~, ... l?;t~~ng~.~:but acquaint!ance .. fl~tj.hslied and 

I ."'':. ih ·time she followoo·i .. ~he .. bef>;t r.~ant.ic: tradition: a~d.~irr~ect .. ·h~'.~ :They 
bought a place on Cove Creek, buiJ.t a "home ·'t.hat .. J.s st.111 1.s.t-anding·, and 

. ~::·there thei.r children grew up. · · ·~: .":. ·::i·,.:. ;: _.,:_. ';~_·_;/ "" · · 

I" ·::. ·:·o~e· ~b~ '.ih this family .. ~(:l,s give~ ·~~s ·grandfather·' s name,. Co~::. He 
was a soldier in the Confederate.' army and one day. ·when 'ridµig along 

·:··;:··-.,:wit:h.fa,tton Inks and perhaps some others, they·lea~ed ~hat" s'c:mie Fed-
1 I·: .. _eral: ~<?~~ersi"~~.r~ pursuing:·~~em ~i.~~ .. ~~owe_d purpo~e of killin~: ~tton 

·--~=·!I~s~.Col~n insisted tha~·:.Pc;i.tton .. tj"lange horses wit}?,,him,as his horse 
was much b'etter!·than the one .. :eatton_w~s 'rf:ding.< .. :Th~y-q\µ:*ly made the 

I exchange and hurried away •. Patto~ ~$caped but· the .-Feder~:).~(.'qvertook 
· .-::Colem.an· a~_d killl:ld him. Coleman 1s brother-in,...law, John .. Ki)1g{''· whose 

··· '."; · :wife~,wa.s Sadie Jvlo:frow, was kil;lect du~i.ng the war also. · · ' "' 

·1:J·u.- :·,ihr~;e.,young ~~o·r~~ ~en .:i\ve-d.; ~h.roug~ ·t~e ~~~~ ·:'.~r;4.·~ade .. ~h~ir h~es 
not far away. George and·his wife, Dee }',.cAfee,;"lJ,yed; at Moote's Mill 

.... ::nea.:r ~:i;ppi_nnati, and George inay have been miller·;in:thc3:i,._ihli1' for a 

I - t~~· .. :-.. S.$1 ·married Fannie Parks of Billingsley. After hiS death she 
.. ."'i marri~d M;I'~.Sloan and lived in Faie~tev1ile•" TOI~ ·was the one who stayed 
"~:">::'on.a~ the; .. ol.d home. His .. l'.fife wa.s"Jane Hannah. , .. 

l'···.:·,-./;:·,;h~'.~e:. ~~·;e other gir~~:~esides Sadie, ·j~~~·J~:e~t~~e-d.'-., .~;;:·married 
J\lf~~<jl., Strickler and lived. on st.rickler Hounta:in.~i. ·· ·r.!arg?.;r'et' married 

I
. :. · c~ Ja?Aes;}li:>-w!='.ll and lived at ;Billingsley; a plac;:e ·:tpe irrevere#:( call Hog 

_ .1.,._.E;y:e ..... l!huna married Alec Andrews from Harri,son:;.- . who.se first wife had 
1 ·;,LL.· ,bee~ '/i.lta 'Kirby:,' and they lived first at Cane .. ,·Hill .. ,' movihg to: Fayette-

110." :: .. ·:vil ... f,e·:.)'f.~e-~ .·. their 'children wer~ _growing up,. l~st.ly' going 'J:,o Siloam 
1 '.·'.:~; Sp.f:'~~· .:. '~·married .George &,good,· son of -Lel-fl.S and Eliza;: lived at 

Cane-Hill; t.'hen at· Fayet.teville, then· in· Durant, Oklahoma ,;_· .. , 
. . ,. . . ~ . . . . . : ·. ·. . . . 

I 
·ro·.: 
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M$.r:t~a Jane; on·e "cf the ol.dcir Morrow girl~, .ma·rried Ho:w-ell'. H:odges ~ 
whose. pg.rents, Rolland. and Margaret Ellis Hodges··, . came from Murfrees­
boro, Tennessee, ·about the time Arkansas ·was made a· state, arid settled 
on C_oy.e. C.reek. . Afte.r. Rolland Hodges 1 death his wife married a man 
named Ch~bers. . .. 

.How~ll. Hodg'e.s, wh~n .he 'v{as 19 years o.ld, went to'.Ca:J..ifornia with the 
49._ers, probably in the.·company led by Cap:t. Lewi·s· Evans, ·.though his 
;'lame . do esri' t. a pp ear; ~ J)n the. only list of t .hat company a vailaple . for 
stu~. . When ':he. came bt:\-ck home to Cove Creek, he ~nd Martha. ~ane. were 
married and went· to live .. on a farm said to have 25 springs on .it ..... :mnµia 
Hodges related an odd story she had heard about one of these·:sp~ii:igs. 

·Those living near it and carrying all their water. from it went. as 
usual to the spring in the late evening, finding it flowing abundantly 
just as it had as far back as white man's knowledge of it went, . s~9w­
ing no differenc.e in any way. Next morning when the first comef.)~a.me 
with his bucket to carry water from it, there was no water tJi'ere,. n• 
spring at all, nor has it ever come back. ' · 

'.: Mr.Hodges lived to be more than 90 years old. After the ct~ath of })is 
wife ·~t Cane Hill, he went to Rogers to live in the home ·of)rl.s ~,son, 
Dr. "T~ E. Hodges. 

. Hi~ .sister Juli~ .married a Kelly and lived in Texas,. n~a.r ~onham. 
Another sister :of Howell's mu.rried James Scott, brother,. to .Bill.. Scott 
w~o used to o~:·,t.he farm now owned .. by the land fumi.ly, and. to .Joe 
S~ott, the Corifed.ercite veteran at Van Buren. who lived to be. 95 years 
old. · James. Scott,'. ·sent his boys'. to Cane Hill to s cnool and .at least 
t.hree of'. them, .. Billie, Charli.e. and John, stayed at Uncle EWing 
l~cClure 1 s.. Billie married Julia Glenn, a part of the hous·ehold there 
·.for ~o .long~ .. All wer;it to California. There were two girls; Mary (Cole) 
and Martha: (Walker)~· Ewing, the youngest son, married a Miss Felton 
and lived in Greasy Valley. 

.. Jl.lst .. why that v,~lley got the name -".Greasy-" no historian has taken 
the. troubl~: to. ·record, and th€?. few legends account:Lng for the name are 
unflattering and neeq not be set down here.· .. Long ago when· the Metho­
dist Church there was alive and flourishing, the congregation was 
named "New Hope"., and that name too persists today. Tbe. eastern slope 
~f Can~ .~ill goes d9wn into that vallei µnd that slope. is., pften .. ,called 
"The Old Mitche'l.l'Hill", the name cODJ.,iiig from the piori~er "Mitchell 
famizy whose· heme" was near, tJ1e. foot of .that l:iill. The'. 'pioneer, James. 
Mitchell, whqs·e· wife was ·a !'Jyl?]:)e·r, ·:.¥as· prol?si'Ply. the. original awrier~: 
His son James taught in' Cane Hill College, ·1ater taught fo·r a. few 
years in the Arkansas Industrial University, leaving there to go to 
Little Rock .to take a place .. on .the ~t.aff . qf. ti+~. Arkansas . Gazette. 
Later he was one of. the founders .. of the Arkansas D.emocrat and for. a 
time was po-stmaster ·at Little ·Rock .. ,·. His wife. w,a:s 4zzie Latta, .whose 
pioneer father had built the firie log house still. standing· near Evans-:-. 
ville, the pla.ce . for· some years back' spoken of . as. ·11 the old Shannon 
place", now bwned by Frahk Latta of, Ca.lifoµiia~: Their daughter, ;Mi.ss.­
Fannie,. and a son Horac·e lived in Little Rock. ' · · · · .,,,, : 

Another son .of-·the -pione·er·fainily, Will,: ·m.arri~d Miss Joe.Lew.is·>": 
. sister to Will LeWis:.at:-;·Cane· Hill, and' to Mrs.Snithson and to MI-'$.M;t:·' 
Lake of Viney Grove. They lived at Apple Hill. .:.· .. -::. · ..... 
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Alfred was a lu_mbennan and lived at Magnolia or Texarkana. John, the 
youngest son, married Mary West of Cincinnati and was a teacher in 
different schools in the county, teaching in Fayetteville longer than 
in any other place. He was struck by an auto and killed, 

On.e of the daughters was Nan, the second wife of Will Crawford, a 
near neighbor, and they lived in his father's home, the Uncle Jimmie 
Crawford house still standing. When .Mrs. Crawford was a widow, she 
moved to Fayetteville where her daughter, Mary Lou, taught in the pub­
lic s.chools. · · Her"s·on Alrr.ed;·.too, .. was a teacher., .. being for a year or 
sp .. })$ad of the Preparator.y Depart_ment:, .or' the (Jn;Lyer#ty; afte:rWards 
g9ing into public-·schoo·l work. After. the de-3.th of ·Nary Lou;"(Ho1c,.mb) ,.-. 
Mrs. Crawford. werit to :Russellville -to the home of her son, ·staying on 
in that home after her son and his daughter were drowned in the Ark­
ansas River.. She lived to be 90 years old. . . .. ··~ . -. . 

. ~:Miss .Macy Mft·cfrell 'never. marri~d. She. was.a t·e_acher :for some years, 
and when· she. Was· old,. she ·lived ·in the home . Of h~~ broth'er, John, -in 
f.~yet tevi~le. · · .... __ ·. · 

. . • '!,· • • 

_.'There wer~··:. two Gifford famili~s in Grea~~ Valiey 60 years agc)'~·:or 
~pre, though:'perhaps not'. early enough _.to be call~d _pioneers •. ·on·et bf 

.f,')i~.brotherir ~s 'named John, ~nd: th~ other may. have._beeri named Jim~ 
!\11; ~~e"_gone now. ;. . . . . . . . . ' . . '• . ; . " _:" . . . . . . . . .. 

The Feltorr ·family lived in the: same valley,. ·:.cqnling ·rr6in MiSs~mrLto 
Arkansas in 1867, and some o! their descendants ·ar.e scattered over: tha 

. co:un,ty ~ow. A daughter married Mr.Huffaker, and another' daughter iilar­
r~~d.Aie~ Nugent. Some of the sons went to California, as did some of 

·their riei·ghbors, the Waltcins. · .John, Walton _mJ.r:ried .Alice 'Skidmore, 
whose family lived in a house that used to· stand n~ar where the land 
ca}?in is now. John's oldest brother married Miss Ma~gie Lacy,. Br.John 

-_ra'cy's. 'daughter;" and.' after her death marrie.d. a Mrs. Felton, _widow of 
· .<?l_le ()f the Fe·l~~n men. who· .had. gone ·to .Calif.oriri.a'.f!bm A~k·ansas·.- · · 

- . : '. . . - . . .. : ... ~ 
.· · Not_ old· enough to be called a pioneer. :t>Ut"·~n·e of t}1e .. early settlers 
·_was Judge H.-P:Green; father of Mrs. Ottie Sh?-rp and Mrs~ Caddie Beaty. 
. J-Ie_ ~as county' judge 60 or·.more years ag.o' ;;: 'and . was a ·member of.:. the 
·s~Q:te :}e_gisla~ure· 6n-e session. . :.> . · · - ~ · · ·: · . 

. ·.·. . . 

.. . :Then there ·were the. Allens·, ;f.'rQm Fa.st. Te'ruiessee - :William--Allen and 
his wife, who was a sister to. Jini j6fmston 1 s 'father.· rwa·:o£ their 

.. ch~ldren, Charlie and John, married two Be-ill sisters, Bess arid Bell. 
-_·At ~east three·; of ·the Allen -boys, -~am, .. Charlie .and John, moved to Cal­

ifortiia, 'living :in. or near·:.'· Fulle~on or .Orange._ .. Jim 1 s first wife was 
· H:lttie R~ed. ·· · ·· · · ' · '· ·· 

~: : .. : ~·. .......... 

The ~bb s~sters .. were granddaught.ers_. o.f the older Ross i'a:rili:JY, . their 
mother being a Widow: when they moved. here. 1Jith)1er parents·. The: Ro·sses 

:: ... had lived -~-round: Greenvi.lle:in ·Fast Tennes.see, .... ·and were ?lreaai grow­
.. ,''ing ·old "When they ca:ine. · A· son;...in-law, Joe. Moo'r.e, had come to ArkAnsas 
'. · .YJ'hi:).e. ... st~ll· a singl!e---111.an .. : :to visU: hi~ brother, Will. Moore-. After· he 
,'. went .back ·fo his· home., he"married Miss Matt: -Ross_, and a:bout 1880 ·they 
' .. m.oved to":West ern-:Karisas •. . : .' · There they. hc;t~. ~some tipp~ . .'easant ·~erieri'ces 

~. .~with a t·~·:rna.'do ;' so they bf.ought their. four ·:·c_hildJ'.e_n -- Char 1i e, "Ethel, 
.. '.Ross,. and''rorri ·_;_; and came to.se1'tle .. down .·.iri Arkansas fo·r the rest of 

·-:~;:.:'~9eir:_·~·i~~t'._ .. : > •-. -,., ._;.. : · ·· · · · e . , .. . . . 

..... ; .. ;•. 

.: . 
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Their-first year was spent on a rented farm in Greasy .Valley, and 
. Coan was born there~ Next year they bought. from Mr.Swope and wif ,e Sue 
·.Inks Swope, the place :that·· had been .settl~d by James Cbulter in 1830. 
Others of the kin left their Tennessee homes and followed the trail .to 
Arkansas. The later. ~mes came by t_rcfui; the Joe Moore family came· in . . . : . . . : ' . .. . . . . . 

. covered wagon. 

Jim Ross bought the Spencer place. Mr.Spencer was a son of the pion­
eer John Spencer and a .. brother to the John SpE?ncer who lived in; the 
Ciiff Cox house and who··moved tCi California long ago. Billy Bullen and 
his·.wife, Mary Ro:ss .Biillen, lived in the home that Mr. Miller sold .. to 
Mr. Remington; ·th~n they bought the old Hagood place. Will Ross. lived 
i.ri ·one of the two ·small houses near the Moore and Pyeatt mill and was 
·miller in that mill for some years. John Ross and wife, Lucy Moore 
Ross, moved to south Texas years ago. They lived at Cincinnati some 
time before moving. Dave Ross mar!'~ed Mattie Holland, a. Hanks grand-

' daughter, living in Tahlequah in thei~ latter years. Miss Hattie Ross 
ran a millinery store in Cane Hill iri.the. days when Cane Hill had such 
·stores; ·then she too ;moved to Tahlequah. 

The older Rosses, G. M. and his wife, Polly Marsh Ross, came later 
than some of _their children. They bought the Buck Brodie place and 
that· was t_heir hqme -.while they lived. -·:-· 
. . ·:: . ~· ) -. . 

TheBrocti.es were·piorieers and were connected with the Brodies of Van 
BUi-en and the ·stephen K. Stone family in Fayetteville, Mrs.Stqne being 
a Brodie. · All have gone from the Vci.lley so long that not all the 
Brodie family·names· are remembered. There were Jim, John and perhaps 
Steve, who ca.me· to school at Cane Hill. 

On -,Blair' s ·Creek· ·· . .-lived t.he . Blairs, the home pre-~umably being RE;)v. 
Jesse.Biair•·s; though his brother, Rev. Jonathan Blair, lived here for 
a few years in- the days ·when Rev. Guilford Pylant and Rev. Greenf'ield 
Buchariap were. young, and they used to preach all over southwest Miss­
ouri and most of Arkansas~ Rev. Jesse Blair had been ordain.ed by Ark­
ansas Presbytery in 1827, along with Rey .• J. H. Black who preached in 
this section for some time, then _started .. a new. "circuit'.' on ~ed River, 
thinking ·that field· rieed~er than this. · 

. , ~ .. 

Jesse married Jane· Buchafian·; sister to: Mrs •. Rahk:i.n Pyeatt, Mrs .• · Jim­
mie Crawford, and: Leander Buchanan· who 4ved· on Marrs Creek. He was 
murdered. by ·Federal. soldi_ers. Jonathan married in Missouri, near 
Springfield, ·his Wife being Melviny Ross~ 

~ . . : - \, .... 

Jesse's daughter':.Jan~· ... inarried Alvah West, son of James·s. West of 
Cincinnati; and ·they.lived. at· the Blair .h9me •.. The grandfather's ~aine 
was given tp t_heir oldept _so·~:; Jesse Bl~r ~est;.. ·· · · 

.. : -:. . • : • ~~ • . . . . • • • . ' .. • ; . .· I ' . ' '. . . 

. . ·. .·. . . . ·- : ' . :· . ·... . - '. '. . .,. ,,··:. 
Ori th'.e' road from th·e .. Valley over to the village'· of Carie Hill is :\;he 

Land farm, once the property of Bill Scott, brother to Joseph Scott.of 
Van .. Bur~n .~ho. liv(3d. to be more. t.han 90 years old, and. .to James Scott. 
who lived· at Cove Creek. · BilLSc6tt1 s son Hugh married Kate Marlar; 
her sister M:9.ggie . ma~ried G. W~ Drummond.~:. The Marlars had come from 
Mulberry. _where t.heir' people .. had been pioneer settlers. ·.Bert Marlar 
married Ethe.l Ernaj.s.ton. · · ·. 
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Fa~ther down the road is the fine spring we call the Cole Spring and 
on the hill above that is the place that once was the home of Mark 
Bean's brother,. R .• _H. Bean, for a short time before he moved to Texas. 
It .was ·afterwards the. home' of Jim Mitchell, ·.who moved'. to Little Rock, 
ai:d .:for .a l.ong time 'the home of Sam Cole; his wi.f;e ·. Betty; and h;Ls 
chi.ldren: Nettie, John, Hunter, Lulu, Walter, Mattie; .Mary ·L:i.zzie, and .. 
CarL' :, .... The G.Russells lived there next; trading place.s· with Mr .Col~,~· . 
The Russells were there until the family of· children were _:groWQ up and 
out on their own. ·· 

'!'he, ~BUchanans. ~d the Crawfords were n-early. as well mixecj.· as the 
Pye.a.tits ~d Carnahans. James, bor.n. in Washington Co~ty; . Virginia, .. was 
the .first of the .BUchanans to come here, a·s is told earlier. His wife· 
was ... ~lizabeth Wooddy, the Wooddys being· pioneers in the ·se.ttleme.nts· 
al~~g the Arkansas· River, coming then to the country north· of the ·Bo~­
ton, Mountains. 

.. James Buchanan's father John ·had come with his- four sons, Andrew, 
Robert, James, and Alexander, and one son-in-law, Coleman Cox,· to' the 
river country and 'had been living .oh Big Mulberry since 1$18. These 
sons and the son-in-law came early to the Cane Hill·coun:try;but wheth­
er the father, John, came or not, isn't known. 

· . John' s second wife, Jane (?), ·. lived to be 107. yea.rs old, . spending 
her last days with their daughter. Elizabeth, :wife of Rev.· Oeorge Mo~­
row, in the old Morrow home, the· 'same house in· which -Osca:r: Mo~row now 
lives. Osca:r has the little trunk that "Granny" brought with her from 
:tr;eland. She was 9 years old at the tinie of ·her coming. Oscar .. also ·has 
the old fmmily Bible of the Buchanans that had .. belonged)~o John; .. or 
perhaps to John's father Samuel who'caJJ'ie'-"from·Ire1and :i,n 1702.~ · · .. t. 

·:: .... , .. 
Of these four Buchanan brothers who ·came earliest;·· three were child~ 

ren of John's ~irst marriage, as was Martha (or Margaret), the wife of 
.'Coleman Cox. Alexander was a child' of the second marriage, ·and so also 
was Elizabeth, wife of Uncle "GeC?:tge ,Morrow. There: W!'lre ,qthe_r_ brothers 
and sisters in Virginia,- arid 'one brother, Thomas, was living in Bowl­
ing Green, Kentucky, at th<?-t. time. He came ·to Cane .Hill when h~ .was an 
old man to n:iake his home. with his son, s Isaac and J«;>hn · at CC!-Oe ·Hill 
.and· William at Viney Grove.· He· is btiried in the -Cane Hill .. cemetery ~ 

' . . . . ··: .. ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·. . . 

Of these first four, James was the only ~ne to make ·his home on Cane 
Hill. He and. his wife Betsy lived in that log house built in 1826, the 

.. house in wh:i,.ch·.· th~ first S.unday Schoo1.· in the state was organized • 
.. ·They hruLno ... children:, -but· the children· of the·ir many .re,lai;-ives made 
them~eives ·at home· there. - 'Whe'n schoo1s ·.wsre taught :in s·ome near"t?y log 
house and later at the White· Church, the: grand-nieces and grand-nephews 

··Would: go to stay with Uncle Jimmie and Aunt Betsy when the weather was 
. bad.·: ... Then aft~r the war;·: whim so few houses were left standing, ,many 
homeless ones found sh~lter.under Uncle.Jimmie's roof. It.is said that 
at one time immediately {allowing the. War, · ·: fotrr f arnilies . made that 
house their h9me. 

.:· 

. Another. §n~ .. ·of the four was Andrew, · .. the. Cumberland Presbyterian 
.. Pr¢acher who i;ived at Prairie Grove and· was the. f.irst. oWfier of the 
. ~.land. o_n which tne toWn. stands.. He gave· the. land for thB: cemetery and 

for ... the .dh1 ll'ch beside· it. ·He ·it was whq organized the Cumberland Pres­
byter'i'an Chur.ch at Fayett·eville, now the G.e~tra:L Pres~~rian ... Ch~9h. 

. !:•.'· 
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Mrs. Herman Zellner tells this story of the begirming of that bury-
ing grolll1d at ·Prairie Grove: . . . 

A f a.mily iri which · there _was. a sic~ womari · was tr~veling ti:iro:ugh. the 
country hoping ·the .·outd9or _life might b~ing health tc;i·· t~e inve'.li~. For. 
a :time they camped near th:is spot, and, as it was sp~ing, the:,ground 
was· covered with wildflowers. . The sick woman told her husband. U;iat 
when she died she wanted to b~ brought back to this beautiful.plaQe 
for bilrial. They moved on and· were- in .Cane Hill when death came to the 
sick woman.. .According to. p;romise, the. family brought her back to the 
prairie, and her grave was mad~ in: that. p;t.ace· where wild flowers. had 
bloomed so abund<>.ntly in the spring. -·. 

. The story of how the Rev. Andrew Buchanan acquired that land _is an 
oft-told tale. He had described the kind .. of place he wanted to his 
brother Jcmies and young Guilford Pylant .. ,when .they .came to look. ove:r 
the cq-qntry in. 1826' . and they thought .this ' was just -the right pla,ce .• 
He. thought to soo ··when _h~ ~aw it;. but foun<:l .. that.' ·another man ... 'had 
cho.aen 'the same pl~c:e.·anc1 had. settled down to make _it ·his. home •... Oricle 
Buc·k explained thE? case. 110 hin1, -~d the stranger said, 11Wel.1, parson, 
if you'll preach us three.good sermons, .you may have the place." .He 
seems to have made good, for the stranger went his way and Uncle Buck 
made his home there· as long as he lived, and after him, his step-son, 
Col •. J. P;Neal, :).ived. there . the .. great~?'. pa.rt. of his long life • 

. . Uncle Buck's wife·· ·iw~s ·Mr.s~ Sinai Harrol(~~al. A third brother, 
Robert, married Polly Stagner and lived in Madison County, . where some 
of··their descendant$ s:till;. ·live. A son of theirs married a daughter of 
Uncle B3n Pierson. :A:granP,son, Sam Buchanan;_lives there. 

The fourth. brothe;r:,·.· Alexander, married Lavinia. Shannon,· ·daughter of 
Joseph,'Shannon,. the pione.er, who like ~any.of these others' h8.d .settled 
first somewhere along the· Arkansas River, ·th~n had came north of the 
mountains in the Evansville section. A gr~dson (or great-grandson) of 
Alexander, Sani:Buchanan, live.s: at Bry@, Texas. He also has a Pyeatt 
ancestor and is .related ·to the- Reed-=-connection to which Johnnie Reed 
.belongs. . .·· .. i ·. . . :'.: .: . . . . . 

,_,: 

A younger John Buchanan, grandson ,of that first John, came here· in 
1827, being at that time 21 years old. He had come to Batesviiie a 
.short .t:ime Gar lier: , from .. his. home in Bowling Green,, Kentucky. Two 
brothe.rs, Isaac -arid- William,. came later. · 

.Isaac had married Naqmi, d~ughter of John and Marga.ret Crawford, 
back at the olc! :c~e. c:re~l\ nec_ir FayetteV:ille, Tei:inessee, and.,~t. the 
time of their coming here they 'had one son, Andi-ew Hay Crawford~· The'ir 

:home was at the place ·late_ly S<?ld by Mrs•. E~hel .Marlar to _Mr .Oliver, 
·and.in.that home ~grew up:-seven :sons and one dalighte~. Aridrew. Hay "was a 

'teacher of Mathem11.tics, . ·fir.st _in C~e. Hill College·;. ·theri in the:.¢.iJm­
;berland Univ~rs;ity. Alfred· was a Civil Ertgirieer and -was :r¢r some years 

; superintendent. of the Iron ·Mounte.:i.Il.Raiiroad. It was he who made the 
first survey . to .find. a route:· ... for. building a railroad cqming tfu-ough 
Prairie Grove, Cane Hill and Evansville, about 1870. This is tol_d ·in 
an article in the Fort Smith Western Independent of February 9~ 1876, 
which gives an account of a meeting held in the store of E.W.McClure 
on January 29, 1876, to try to secure a railroad for Cane Hill. 
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The meeting was called to order by Dr •. W.B.Welch; when, on motion, 
W.-.:c.·Braly wa:s elected ·chairman and F.R.Earle secretary •. A committee 
C"<:»nsisting of W. B. Welch, J. P~· Carnahan, W. S. Moore, E.W.McClure and 
Z·~:,13~ Edmiston later reported that Alfred Buchanan,· some five or six 
years before; had made a survey for the route through ·cane-.·Hill and 
Evansville ·and had reported it suitable, saying a.road could be built 
for about $17, 000 per· mile "at present prices for -labor and .material. 11 

Dr~ Welch, Prof. Carnahan, ·E.W. McClure, W.M.Lewis and·F.R.Earle were 
appointed a committee on correspondence. This account was furn:i,shed ·by 
Miss Rebecca Bryan of Van Buren. · · · 

·Alfred married Henrietta Smeedham, born. in England. ··Hi's·· brother 
Thomas was a minister in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, serving 
~hurches in Arkansas and Texas. His wife was Alta,one of J .B.RU:ssell' s 
daughters. Six of Isaac's sons· were in the Confederate ··a.rmy, · one 
('Cyrus-) having died before the War came up. Three of these ·young Con­
federates were. ld.lled at one time and ·were buried in one grave ·in the· 
Cane·: Hill cemetery. They were: Captain· Pleas; James, and Wili,· Will 
had married Nannie Bean, niece of Mark Bean. The other tiiro were .. 
ubinarried. '· · ·· · 

... ~· .. 
Cyrene,·the one daughter, -younger than the'brothers, ·married·Pro{. 

W. D.McLaughlin of Birmingham, Alabama, and lived in Lebanon, Tennessee. 
where Prof .McLaughlin taught ·tatin:~anef Greek in· Q..unberland Uni ver'sity. 

. . . . . - :. . . . . . . ~ . 
. ~ . . ..... 

·The Isaac Buchanan.family ·wasn·tt -the-C:mly one in the White Church 
neighborhood . that· could boast o·f ·seven {:lons. ·Samuel· Carnahan; living 
not far away, could boast of the same number. His boys were: James, 
Billy, John, Henry, .·Jacob .. Preston:, .. Peter, and Newt. The seven Buchan­
ans were: Andrew, Thomas; Cyrus; ,~aine~·, Will, Pleasant, .. and Alfred• 

Two generations later there wer€ four families in this. same White 
Church neighborhood with seven, sons· each •. In the Allison family there 
·\olere: Ed;· Jim, Tom/ Bob, John·; ·will,- and Ruf~-. They had one ·sister, 
Susie. In the family of Major Charlie Henry there were: Frank,· Ermnett, 
Bill, Pat, Jim, Bob, Walter, and Ed -- one more than the seven. They 
had two sister.,s Mag ·and Corinne·~ . · 

·.:The seven Brewster sons' were: Henry, Arthur, Oren; BOod~ Babe, Hugh, 
and Frank. They had three sisters: Annie,. Doli, and Fannie'. '· .··. 

·.At the Watson home there were: ·Harry, Macey, Allie·, ·Joe, Ed," Len~ 
-and Frank. They had four sisters: Sue, Fannie, Nellie, and Ma~tie.··-_· · 
... ·· 

·.·. About.-the time that Isaac'-s three boys were killed~ he·wa.s shot -and 
killed by ·Pin Indians who had come ·to ·the house asking for ·apples·. He 
went with -them to the .cellar, gave thein all they ·wanted, c·anie out;·· and 
as he turned to shut the door, they shot him' iii the ha.ck, -killing him 
instantly. For a long time the bullet was still to be seen, embedded 
in the .. fralning of tt:ie cellar door. Later Federal soldiers burn_ed ·the 
house.· · · 

: . ·'., .. 
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When Isaac Buchanan and Naomi, his wife, moved .here in 1829, Naomi's 
sister, Ellen- Crawford, c"c~,me with them and lived in their home until 
on Sept.ember 16' 1830' she was married to Isaac I s brother John. They 
chose a place with several springs on it, the place that was sold to 
the Allisons, · 

The children in this family were:. Aman da, wife of F .R.Earle, Samuel 
Harris, who married Annie Feemster who taught for a .time.in Miss Saw­
yer's school in Fayetteville; Mary, who died of t;}rphoid.fever .soon 
after coming home from Oxford, Mississippi; where she had 'graduated 
from Union Female College; John, who died at. Springfield, Missouri, 
while in Confederate·· seryice; Jennie, wife of Rev. Peter Carnahan; 
Milton, whom the f~ly called 11 Bud11 , married Julia· Ha.good, daughter 
of Cephas and Adeline Hagood, and sister to _Mrs. George Yates at Lin­
coln; Albert, who married ·Mrs. Susan Clark Williamson and lived in .the 
White.Church neighborhood all his life; Ed, a civil engineer who was 
connected with the Kansas City Southern for. some years. 

William, younger brother -to Isaac and John, lived at Viney Grove. 
His wife was a Mrs, Sharp. A son John lived at the ~ld home, and· his 
son Garland lives there now, Other children of William were Jane; Mark, 
Thomas; and perhaps some others. Thomas married Nannie.Bean Buchanan, 
widow of Will, one of the three killed oy Federals. Their son Luci~s 
lived at Joplin and took an active·part in developing the mines ~here. 

Several brothers of Naomi and Elren Crawford .came in 1829. Col. ,Hay 
Crawford, ·colonel of the militia in 'Tennessee, and his wife, ... Susan 
Harris CraWford, were the first owners of the place long ownedby.~b 
BUchanan, who got it from Newt Carnahan, and which belonged .to Miss 
Agnes ·ogles by for several years. · · · 

There were four litt°le girls in that family· ~hEID they came, and. one. 
of them, Jane;·. remembered crossing the Mississippi River on a fe~ry 
boat and landing an· the. western side where ther_e w,ere no roads, not 
even a trace, just some.blazes on .trees. Colonel Crawford's wife was 
Susan Harris, whose father, Rev. Samuel Harrl.s, a Cumberland Presby-· 
terian, preached the first Protestant sermon heard in Benton County. 
They built a log house west of _where the present. home stan.ds Cil'ld h~ a 
flov.ier garden west of the hous.e, the-_ fir.st flower. garden . in the n~~ 
country, the family says. Aunt Na,ncy .Bean had one: later, _as did Mrs. 
Campbell, wife of Gen'eral Campbell,- at the. Hal J~nes place. 

. • . . • .•.• ·. • ! • : •. 

·The Crawford gi!'ls-~l married. Naomi marri~ct .. Mose/ Rollins: and. ~ived 
not far from Prairie Grove. Mrs. Tennie Russell 'is t.heir grand-daught­
er, and Mrs. Beulah McClellan a great-granddaughter. 

Martha married.John Tilley, a widower with two sons Joe and Jim. 
Their children were Hattie, Annie, Fee, Clem, and John.' 

Jane was the third wife of James West of Cincinnati. Mr.West• s first 
wife was a Miss Mary Crawford and his second wife was Mrs. Pittman. 
Alvah West, who lived in Greasy Valley, was a child of the first mar­
riage, and Mrs. Ed Sharp was a child of the second marriage. S.H.West 
w~o was general attorney for the Cotton Belt, and Mary, wife of John 
Mitchell, were children of the third marriage, 
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Clem Crawford married John Rhea of Rhea's Mill; She died early, 
leaving a small son J:i.moie, who was taken into· the Tilley home. 

Susan married. Capt. J.P.Carnahan. Alfred, their eldest son, did much 
toward preserving pioneer history. 

._Not all ·the children in that fa.raily were girls. Jim, their brother, 
was·:a teacher for a time, ·and died·. dµrirtg· the War. His wife was Ev 
P;ierson. After his death, she marri~ Mr .DeHart and lived at Wesley. 

·· Two .other Crawford brothers of :j:;he ·pioneer generation lived ne~ by,· 
Jiminie and Ari drew. Jimmie and wife Vicey lived on the place just· 
east of Cyrus 1 home, and the log house still standing there ·was their 
home and· the home of their son ·will · after they were gone• Will 1 s 
first wife was a Maxwell and their children were Audley and· Newt• His 
second wife was Nan Mitchell of the pioneer family and their children 
were ·Allie, who together with his daughter was drowned in th~ fr.kansas 
River, and Mary Lou, wife of Bruce Holcomb. . 

. Finis .was another- son o"f ·Uncle Jimmie. and then there··was a s.on who 
was· ·killed during the War. Finis'~ wife was Mary .Ann Ca,rnahan,° first 
white child·: born on ·cane Hill.· Two of their sons, Cyrus and Ewing,- arid 
Ewing's wife lived in the old home. A daughter Margaret married Jim 
Balis. 

. ... . . 
·· Like his brother Jir.unie, · Ail.drew Crawford· married a Buchanan (Minerva) 

the· only one · of her .family of .. Buchanans· ··to ·come t·o Arkansas,.. though 
she was related to all these others •. ·Minerva. was killed by·a negro 
woman named Cal, who then set fire to the house. A passer-by saw the 
fire,·· ·bro.ke into thee house, · found . the 6-moriths-old baby alive and. un­
hurt, and .. found · that .·Mineria had been killed· .with an ~e. · T~is baby 
hoy Robert went· to South Dakota ·and "lived at Spearfish. Andrew's 
second ·wife was Rachel Tinnon •. Their daught.er.··Lucy married JUec Cruse, 
and· they· and their ·children lived not far from the·· ~ite ·Church. 
Andrew, a Confederate soldier, was killed ·in battle · at Corinth, .. ¥d.ss-
issippi. · · ~ 

· Other erawfbrds settled in the Pra:irie Gnove valley and at·Viney 
Grove. Uncle Rankiri Pyea:tt 1.s: wife,. ·E1iz~abeth,- ·and Jesse ·Blair's wife 
Jane, and Uncle Jimmie Crawford's wife, Vicey, were sisters to Leander 
Buchanan whose home was on the· bank pf Marrs Creek,. on .the Cane Hill­
.l?~airie Grove road, where later:: his ,son. Jphn ·lived,· and still later 
John' s daughter, Mrs • Kate ·Buchan an Cox. 

. : .. · 

. ' ' 
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Early Churches of Cane Hill 

From its earliest beginnings, Cane Bill :was kriowri ~s a moral and re­
ligious community. Those' who.came· from. Crystal Hill.had proved there, 
t.heir earnestness and their determination to establish religious ser- .. 
vices, eyen though their numbers were few, 

Most of these peOp.le ... were. of Presbyterian .. ancestry, and when they 
left their homes in Vir.ginia and the Carolin~~-· and. went to Kentucky 
and Tennessee to make.their new homes, they;took· their religion with 
them. In Logan County, Kentucky, where many of these people settled, 
they had established churches, and in one of these, the Gasper River 
Church, the Great Revival of 1800 is said .to hav~· had it·s beginning. 

Rev. Alfred E. Carnahan in his "Early ~resbyt~rianism in Arkansas", 
says: "°There was ·much infidelity and wickedness.~ong the people when 
they came to Kentucky. Many had .been influenced by French infidelity 
during the Revolutionary War. A number of devout.~qple made a solemn 
covenant to pray for a revival of relig'ion in Logan' County, and in the 
whole .world. The revival began µi 1778, in the Ga~per Rive:r Church, 
the first convert being Mrs. Martha Billingsley,·· n,e~' l;Uair~.· . wi"fE;l ()f 
Johil Billingsley, an elder in the church.· · · ''·· 

In this church and in Little Muddy Church. ~d (!.t other.places, John 
Ranki~ and Mccready and other. great pr~acher!=J ·of thE: tiJiie nad ·preached. 
When 'the. Cumberland. Presbyterian .Church came 'into 'ti~irig, most of these 
s_ettle~s: in Kentucky and their kin in Tennessee W,ent into :that. church. 
H~re at, .Cane Hill, they were joined by the Garv:ins, Hagood.s, probably 
some o.£' the. Yates family, arid others, all people who :w~re ·.deeply 

- religious, · · .. . · 
. ,_. ~. 

Just when the first service was held . isn1 t kno~, . but it seems 
certain. that pre·aching services were begun eaz:ly;, . · tne meetings being 
held 'in some new log cabiri home as soon ~s ther.e were honieS'.'. Perhaps 
each home took its turn asa house of worship, for the settlers were 
widely scattered and all parts of the parish could be served in that 
way, 

When houses were well started, plans were begun for a church. So one 
day in August 1828, when the new settlement was about a year and a 
half old, a church was organized. Just where the meeting was held we 
do not know, but we do know the date and the names of the charter mem­
bers. The records of that day's achievement, the beginning of organ­
ized church work in northwest Arkansas, have been preserved, in a thin 
gray book, about 5 x 8 inches in size, containing the minutes of that 
day. So many home were burned in the War between the States and so 
many public records as well as family papers were lost, that it seems 
miraculous that this escaped. It may have been in the home of John 
Buchanan, since he was pastor then and his home was not burned. In 
some way it has been cared for through the years and has come down to 
us -- the only record of its kind. · 
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In 1928 when Cane Hill_ celebrated __ the ·centerinial of this organiza­
tion, Phyllis West, a great-granddaughter of Rev. Jesse Blair, one of 
the organizers, read from the little book, the coven~t and the names 
of those who had signed the covenant. Mr.G.W.Morrow was the only per­
son present :whose name appears in the old book of minutes. In the list 
of infants baptized on September 26, 1842, his name is given, together 
with James W. Givens, Mary C. Harris, Emily Rollins, James G. Hagood 
Elizabeth R. Trousdale, Thomas J. Garvin, James Munkress, and Martha J 
Buchanan. So -far as was known, Mr. Morrow was the only one of these 
still living in 1928. In ·the· communion service, he carried the plate 
containing the bread. 

Rev. Jesse M. Blair, who was one of the organizers of the church, 
had been ordain:ed March 7, 1827, when the Presbytery of Arkansas met 
11 at the dwelling house of Washington Cooper, Lawrence County, Arkansas 
Territory •11 Rev. Frank Braly preached the ordination sermon. -Jesse 
Blair was the father-in-law of Alvin West, who lived on the old Blair 
place "in Greasy Valley. Mr. Blair was murdered at his home by s_ome 
Federal soldiers during the War. 

· Rev. Frank M. Braly was the father of the three Braly brothers who· 
spent their lives at -Cane Hill Captain Carrick, Frank M., and Sam 
Braly. 

Rev. W. T. Larramore was the other organizer (with Rev. Blair)_ of 
-the Cane Hill church. The Larramore family had come to J\rkansas in 
1818, settling-first in Crawford county' ~hen that county co~ered much 
more territory than it does now. · It seems his people lived near Mul­
berry. He ·came e·arly to ·washington County. After preaching ih the Cum­
berland Presbyterian church for some time, he le~ that church and be­
came a preacher in the Christian church. 

The Cane Hill church is not the oldest Cumberland Presbyterian church 
in the state. The Hopewell church'-near Cord, Independence County, was 
organized -in 1825· and still carries on. 
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Washington Cotinty, .Arkansas Territory, 
30th .day of August, A.D. 1828 

We whose names are hereunto subscribed, professing faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and wishing to enjoy the ordinances of His Church, and 
being willing to support the Gospel as God shall P!Osper us, voluntar­
ily associated ourselves together in the capacity of a religious assem­
bly to be known by.the name of Cane Hill Congregation of the Cumber­
land Presbyterian Church, under the care of Arkansas Presbytery, and 
do promise and agree to submit to the governmen~ and discipline of 
that church. 

Organized by Rev. Messrs. Wm. T. Larramore and J. M. Blair 
1. Jacob Pyeatte 
2. James Buchanan 
3. Elizabeth Buchanan 
4. Coleman Cox 
5. Polly Cox 
6. Patsy Billingsley 
7. Wm. Maxwell 
8. Ann Maxwell 
9. James Billingsley 
10. Matilda Billingsley 
11. Thomas Tiner · · 
12, Nancy Tiner 
lJ. :Benjamin Garvin 
14. Rachel Garvin 

.. 15 • Samuel Carnahan 
16 • Poily c·a.rriahan . 
17. Win. Billingsley 
18 .•.. John Reed 

· 19 •· :f'.oi~y , R~_ed ·. 

20. Charles Pettigrew 
21. Nancy Pettigrew 
22. Wm. Reed 
23. Peggy Reed 
24. Rebecca Garvin 
25. Matilda ~~nge 
26. Lavinia PY,eatte 
27. Martha Pyeatte 
28. Isaac Buchanan 
29. Naomi Buchanan 
30. John Buchanan 
31. J. M. Blair 
.32. John Wooddy 
33. Isaac Pettigrew 
34. Wm. King 
35. Sally King 
36. Sarah Haguewood 
37. Robert ·Buchanan 
38. J'oll.y ~chanan 

. •. 

In 1829.and 1830 more names were added to.the membership, all care­
fully nlimbered as the original list was: · · 

39 •. Jaines c. ·Pittman 
40. Nancy Pittman · · 
41. Wincy Pit ttnari 
42. Eewis Ev'ans · 
43. Eliz a Evans 
.41+. Jonathan Allen 
45 • Martha Allen 
46. Eliza McClellan 

· 47. :John E~ Grp.y.' · 
48. Mary· Gray· 
49. Susannah Gar\rin 
50. Thursa Alexander 
51. John E. Davidson 
52. Mary David son 

· · 53. Eliza: Davidson 
· ·· ·54. James F. Davidson 

55. Peter S. Garrison 
· 56. Zilpha Garrison 
57. John C. Blair 
58. Mary Blair 
59. Elbert C. Newton 
60. William Dugan 
61. Joseph Reed 

: .. · 62. Polly Woods. 
63. Elvir~ Davidson 
64. Martha Wilson .· · 
65 • Malinda Wilson 

The session met on June 12, 1830, at the dwelling house of James 
Billingsley and the minutes say: "Whereas the following persons had 
joined the church at Bradford's spring and their names being lost, 
were received as members of this church, viz.: 11 

66. Abraham Landers 
67. Sally Landers 

I 
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Oil August 30, 1830, at_the Camp Ground, 
bers of the church: 

these were received as mem-

68. Jane_ Buchanan Jr. 
69.~. M~inda~ Billingsley 

.. 70. Tempy Biilingsley 
· 71. Cyrus· Gilbreath 

They lost members, as well as gaine~-them. bn the 21st of May, 1831, 
the se_ssion met at Cane Hill Meeting House and gave transfers to the 
following: to Prairie, congregation - James Billingsley, elder; Matilda 
Billingsley, Nancy Stevens,· and Polly Woods·; to Vineyard congregation- · 
Lewis and Eliza Evans, Jona~han and Martha Allen, John and Mary Gray; 
to Illinois congregation - John and Polly Reed'; Wesl..ey and Sally King. 

In the next year or so 
72. James Coulter Sr. 
73. Elizabeth Coulter 
74. Luticia Coulter 
75. Miriam Coulter 
76. James Coulter Jr. 
77. Ruth Coulter 

Later these: 
8.3. Ezra Wilson, eld.er 
84. George W. Corley 
85. Nancy Willson 

And these from Prairie 
89. Jane Buchanan Sr, 
90. James Crawford. 
91. Luvicy Crawford 
92. Jane Blair · 
93, :.Franc~s Crawford 

they added these names: 
78. S. H. Harris 
79. Eliza Harris 
80. John Ree'.d Jr 
$1. Daniel Buchanan (colored) 
82. Lucy Cox (colored) 

86. Eliza Ann Wilson 
87. James R. Willson· 
88. Abner H. Willson 

congregation: 
94. Margery Buchanan 
95. Hay Crawford 
96. Susan Crawford 
97. Wm. D. Crawford 
98. E. C. Crawford 

After this the book quits numbering them, ·just crowds the names into 
paragraphs. In 1835 an~ 1836 came these: 

van. Martin, Mary Campbell; Eliza S~ .Craig, Lewis Hagood, Adam Brad­
ley, Jemima Coulter and-Samuel ~cCardy. 

Wm. Story, Eleanor Simps9n, Rhody 'Crawford, LeGrand W~ King, Rhody . 
King, Esther A. King,· Russell Bryatlt, Matilda Bell, . Samuel Harris, 
Jane B. Harris, Martha Moore,. Miriam Dodson, Wm.Monkress, Paulina 
Pyeatt and Audley Maxwell.· · 

Ezekiel Gibbs, Margaret Gibbs, Hann~ Diven and Polly West. 

They found that the minutes of September 1832 had_ been lost, so.the 
names that were enrolled· then were · -r&:.!established in the church book 
of 1835: Edmiston Cox, Mary E. Car.l.pb"ell, Margare·CMonkress; James .B. 
Russell, Anna Russell, John B. Walke·r and Kesiah Walker • 

. In 1837 is this list: Mrs. Sarah Maloy, wife of Rev. John Maloy; 
P.A.Maloy, S.A.~aloy; Daniel Maloy~· Mary Bu·chanail and Rebecca Marrs. 

. . 

"After a time, Vineyard congr~gation became somewhat disorganized and 
some of the members who 'had transferred to it· ·earlier, now came back: 
George and Elizabeth Morrow, Samuel and Mary Latta; Thomas· Latta,. Hen-
rietta Allen, Wyatt Brotherton and Susannah King. · · 
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49 
From 1838 to 1840 many names were added: Samuel s. Forgy and Mart!:lci: 

Forgy, Ruth Bean, Margaret Bean, John Latta, Jane Latta, John Davidson : :'-. 
Sr., Minerva Crawford, Sarah Martin. . - : 

Margret Hamilton, Mary McClellan, Eli2;a.beth p·. McClellan, Mary Aru1' 
Mccorry, John A. Aikin,Mary Coulter, Tennessee Gray, Rebecca Coulter.· 

Charles Dill, John Hastings, Thomas Williams, George Burrows, John 
Pevyhouse, Matthew Bucher, Samuel Story, Jackson Oliver. 

Andrew Cox, Joel Oliver, Loving Hardister, Garrett Grant, Robert Cox, 
Andersc;m Cox, Rachel Macky, Mary Whinery, W. T. Reed. 

John·R·. Pyeatt, Rebecca N. Rawlings, C.C. Pylant, Archelaus Oliver, . 
Lee Oliver, Margaret Oliver, Guilford Pylant, Thomas N. Latta, Robert·. 
B. Latta, William H. ·Latta, William F. Gray, John L. Latta, James E;;" :.. 
Latta, John J. Latta ani Robert H. Latta. · 

Jane Cox, Frances Cox, Mark Bean and Nancy his wife, Nathan D.Hanks, 
Martha Hanks, Adam Miller, Samuel Henderson, Lucinda Campbell, Amanda 
Campbell, Mary Ann Carnahan, Nancy King. 

Patrick J. McKinley, Combs Trimble, John Tulk, Harriette Crawford, 
Eliza Henderson, Susan Harris, Martha Ann Crawford, James· H. Crawford, 
Andrew H. Buchanan, Alfred E. Buchanan, Thomas Carney,. James C. Kellam, 
Margarette Kelly, Elizabeth Ann Ish, Adaline Ish, Stephen D. Cary;· 
Sam Divin, Frederick Moss, John Wham, Levi Sl0an, John Taylor, Joseph 
Patton, John. P. Kellam, Eliza Givens, a.rrl Charity Dalton. 

Daniel Eddleman, Susan Hagood, Mary Catherine Rus.sell, Elizabeth 
·Ann Russell,·. Mar.tha Pyeatt and Catherine Pyeatt. 

•. . ... ·. ;- •. . ... 

In the days before the War between the States, the negroes belonged 
to the white· folks' church, usualJ.y joining the church to which Ole 
Marster and Old. Mi·stis belonged. So it was here. In the numbered names 
of members, numbers 81 and 82, Daniel Buchanan and Lucy··cox, have 
11Colored 11 written after their names. Then in.,,rie of the loose sheets 
of session minutes not copied in the book is this record: nsession of 
Cane Hill Congregation met at Cane Hill Meeting House. Members present 
to-wit: James Buchanan, R. H. Bean, N. D. Hanks, and Isaac Buchanan. 
elders. Bro~ ·Wm. D. Crawford, ruling elder in Prairie Congregation 
upon invitation took his seat as a member of session, and received in­
to commu.'lion of the church the follcwing .black persons: to-wit: ·Jacob 
Nelson, G~een, Vicey, Mary, and Causby ( servants belonging to Mark 
Bean); Bruce an:l Adam, servants of James Buchanan; Hagar and Mariah, 
servants of Mary Harris; Rufus an:l Jane, servants of Robert Parke; and 
Alfred, ·servant of Samuel Carnahan. Session adjourned to meet tomorrow 
everiing at five o1 clocke Concluded with prayer. 

James Buchanan, Moderator 
Jas. Carnahan, Clk. 11 

.;.·.:.·-,. .. 

After, t~e war, · · conditions ~ were ,.cihanged and this , custom o~ having 
whites· and blacks members of the same congregation ·no longer. seemed 
best and gradually the negroes began to have their separate organi£a­
tions~ The A.M.E. Church, the Colored ilirn.berland Presbyterian Church, 
and some others now developed and served the negroes. For many years 
though, the darkies would come to hear the white folks' preacher. They 
would sit in the pews at the back of the church and maintain . a very 
reverent attitude. Even the children were kept on good behavior. There 
was never any irreverence of any kind. As the old darkies that were 
11white-folks raised" passed on, this custom died out. 

_____ _J 
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:: ··The· first· tl.!ne that. , 11qane: l:fill Meeting House" is given· as t!le place 
of the church meeting is March 7, 1830; so some time . between· Augu.st .. 
1828 .am.. March.>1830 the fir.s:t Meetirrg House was built •. It sto.od on· the 
hill· where the public cem.etery :is now, and was a lo.g. house.· It .seems. 
th·at th~ .. -chur.ch yar,d ~a~' us~d as a .b\irYJ.rig gr6und ~'.:early as 1834, or 
possibly a litt~e· .earlie·r. Mrs.J.A.Miller says her grandmother attBnd­
ed."·the·'.first .f\Ul~rtl .ser,vice .. held. there, . that·: of a little g:i,.rl;. The · 
next house of worspip,_was·tne wh;ite~pairited frame building:we call the 
1'White.Chur..ch.11..... . ..... ·.-. · .. ' · · : · ": .. " . .. . 

-~~-.. . . ., -· . . . ~ . ; ... ; . . . . 
~ -~ •••• 1 • : 

. A subs~ription_. l;tst" wl.th n.o. 'ci.~te·; . ple·~ng money to build.~. church, 
is still in existence and·· seems· to be the one:· used for- this church.· 
Mark':.!3e.an ..-and; Isa,ac-.;Fm.chanan e·ach ~ave $200. John Buchanan, f.H.'Troutt:· 
Samuel c.arnahanf R.H. Bean, e~ch gave $100. N.-D.Hanks.and J.ames Cra~­
ford, $40. Hugh Dillon $25," and J.H.CraWford;· P.W.Buchanqn, W.N.Buch-
arian, :-:J~:P.Carna.:han. _anq James Mitchell· Jr., ·each $20. I.saa:c )3_uchanan 
wa~·:·in charge of. the bUilcl.;ing. · · . . 

·. ·::. :. ·: 

·. '.The first mention in th.e little se$5ion· book of Cane ·.H:i,11 Camp:iround 
is on August 28; 18J9. J: -M~ ·Bl~ir was· ~oderator thai;.. day a.m· James 
Billingsley, .CL.~rk. The .. se(:lsiol'.l tnet~· though_,· in different-·parts. of ·th¢ 
large· ·parish:. at V~eyard, ;i.f 'there were c·hurch. busines.s the.re;_ at .the 
"Dwelling Hou5e 11 of BI:o~Johil La~\a, or at. ·James Bill;ingsl.ey' s ~r Guil­
ford Pylant' s or at James Buchanan's. Once in 1838 it .. met, at .Pleasant 

. Hill School House. For a time this was the only church in all the 
·northwest part of .. the· new ,Territory. , From it, other churches were 
organized, including Prairie :.Congregation~ Illinois -Congr.egation, and 
others.· Then too, ,as more .. settlers carne·fn, Methodist 'and Baptist 
churches were started. · · · '· · .. 

h:~: _,._ . 

In March. 18.34 ·when th~ PreSbyte):-y was jA_,.~ession at Mt:·~comfort; they 
defined the "geographical limits ·;of ~acn. congreg8:ti0n., beginning with 

· Vineyard; its .southemmof!t ~hurch: .'!-- ·8eginning"at"the northwe'st qorner 
. of the township, the 'line ran ea'.st .. with ,:~h'e town'ship line to the north 

_· east corner, thfince due south to· :tJ1e .. I'.fd.ge di~dmg ·the .waters of ,.Ill-
inois ·and· Lee's Creek, thence .. wfth .said ridge ees"t .:tc) .the waters of 

·':cane· Creek, ·thence in a southwestern dire~tion a~ as to include -the 
.· .·waters"of Lee'·s Creek to the wef?tern iir:i.e:of the ·Terri~ory; thence with 
... _saidline._.to:thebeginning. · .. :~·:~ · · .. · .. ·· -..· 

. . ··-·· 

Next is "Resolved _that the fol1bW:ing· be boi.mds of Cane Hill· c9ngre­
gat'ion:: ··('Vi~ .• :)· ·Beginning at the . northeast corner. o"f Vin.eyard tqwnship, 
thence northeast to the present dwelling house of Old Mr. Nidever, 

.thence due east to Marrs' Creek, thence up said creek to the mouth of 
! :.··Edwards Fork,· thence up said Foi;-k to the north line of Vineyard, thence 

:· ':-..-west : and north wit.h said line to the beginning. 11 .. 

. ::-·· 

In Septembe.r 1835 th_ey made some changes: 11Resol,ved that the follow­
·:·! ing_alte~ation be Jriade in the"bouhds of Cane· Hill.~ongregation: (viz.) 
.:.· : rumdng from".the present ~~elling.:houise of old Mr.• ~idever l.n such a 

\'. : ·directi011. :a,s. ~·a'. pas~: An~ him~ed ·yards west· .of. Jaqob: Pyeatt 1 s .. hou~e. in 
.... sur.l'l:~ cj.irect;.on; as.· t~<?·. pass· on·e~ htfriiired· yard.s ·eas:t of Q-e.orge· Mcirr9'w' s, 
....... thence .. iJ;t__.S\lCb. a .di.r.~_ct·~on"a·s· t~ pass· '.'one: hundred yards west of W~sley 

King 1 s to the. 4~V:i4,~g · 'f,:~Ag~- :ti'e-~weeri :BaI'ron. ·Fork and C'ove. Cr.e.ek, ~hence 
with said ridge. east··ro 'ttie· source of.' Edwards Creek,. thence. with'.'the 
old line to the beginning. " · · 
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The Cane Hill pioneers having got their church well started in Aug­
ust 1828, went a step further and on October 28 of that same year, 
they met in the double log house which was the home of James and 
Elizabeth (Wooddy) Buchanan and organized a Sunday School with thir­
teen members, one of them a negro man. A Mr. Orr was elected Superin­
tendent but served only a short ti.me, when he resigned and went back 
to New Yo:rk. He me.y ha_ve been the James Orr who was acting as assis\­
~t missionary with the.Rey, Alfred Finney and Rev. Cephas Washburn at 
Dwight Mission in 1823. 

Samuel Carnahan was then Jllade Superintendent and served· for twenty 
years_, missi.rig ohly thre~ !Sundays in that. time. His Sunday School 
class boti.g}1t the headstone:for his grave. Now in 1940, 112 years after 
that Sunday .School was begun, it is still carried on at the White 
Church, though it is very small and weak. The old double log house 
where the first Sunday School was held stood near· where Charlie Hanks' 
house 'is now. it was built in 1826.when the country still belonged ·to 
tfre. Cherokees. · .. · .. . . · 

. '· ... 

In 1844 a part of the congregation withdrew and organized another 
chureh at the village. Rev.Samuel Harris was pastor, and James Hagood, 
Lewis Hagood and J. B. Russell were elders. This is the present Cane 
Hill church. In the 1880's eighteen members of this last-named church 
withdrew and organized a new congregation about a mile and a half 
southwest, at Clyde, then called Newton. Now there were three congrega­
tions ef the same denomination on Cane Hill. When the Cumberland Pres­
byterian Church and the Presbyterian Church USA unite~, ~wo of these 
went into the union but the White Church did not.· · ,-: · 

The congregation at the village of Cane Hill, then called Boonsboro, 
named itself Saiem. Many years later, after·,saiem Springs came into 
public notice, W. F. Bates who had just returned from Presbytery, 
asked the church to change the name, as the s·alem made some confusion 
when reports were read, now that Salem Springs also had a church. 
W. S. Moore moved that the name be changed to First Presbyterians, 
saying that the White Church might have claimed that name but they 
hadn 1t, so we mig}:lt take it. This motion was carried,so the name since 
then is 11The First Presbyterian Church of Cane Hill. 11 In many ways it 

·is a continuation of that earliest church, ?nd its ·centennial was 
observed here. 

The Chapei of t~ .College was used as the place of worship until the 
College was burned during the War. On September 3, 1865, the congrega­
tion elected John R. Pyeatt and Lewis W. Yates elders. Two roriner 
elders, James Hagood and Lewis Hagood, were now dead, and only-J. B. 
Russell was left of the original board. At some time John Spencer was 
made an elder but the records do not give the date. The minutes do not 
give the place of meeting but it probably was the house that had been 
the College dormitory. At least that was where preaching services were 
held before the College was rebuilt in the fall of 1868. After that 
they used the College Chapel again. 

J 
l 
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-·:~~-- ~~~<::h. ~ecords · had been burned _when. the C9llege 'Qurned, so the 
chfu;'c)'i _s~;i"~sion ordered the clerk to procure a book anc;l. r~cord a con­
s~_:\."~ution ... subject to .the signatur~s. of the member~, a.rid "\:-ci record all 
ajjiµtes:. of session meetings during the war. This wa?· done, the consti­
tu~~.c;m i;-ecorded, and 45 members signed i_t~ The book ;is _still preserved. 

. . . .. . . . 

~,f~~t:~·rs ~f the churc~:were: R~v. Messrs. Samuei_Bar:ris, .Braly, B. B~ 
Pierson, ·F. R. Earle~ I.A.Gaither, A.E.Carnahan, Johnson, ·s.E. Ma:r~;i..$, 
J.C.Skinner, the present pastor. It is just possible that Rev •. Rober't 
King,_ who. was the first pres~de~~ of Cane Hill College, served as pas­
tor: ·.f,9r .. ~ .. time •.. · .. The list of elders: James Hagood, _Lewis Hagood, J.·B. 
Ru~!:>ell,.· .. :.Jorin Sp'encer', · Jo~ R. Pyeatt, Lewis Yate$; .... R. B. Latta; : Zeb 
~!3to~·; W. _F. 138.tes,: .... Clem McColloch, S. ft.. Andrews, ·_G. W. Morr9w, 

J .•. P ..• ,parn?Ji:an, W. ·s. Moore, Charles F. Pjeatt, T". ):. .• ~cColloch,_ John 
Ogden:;- n.·entpn R. Wood. · ..... ·· =· .. 

:.· . 

:-::· .. ·,. 

Lewis W. Yates 
Elizabeth Yate~: .· ... 
Eugene M. Yate.s· . 
William N. Xate·s -~· .... 
M~y E. :(ates·; ... , -~ :: '. . 
Ann Eliza .Yates .. · ·:. ; . 
Elizabeth McC;Lur~:.~::· · . 
Wincey Sharp ... ·.::: ' · · .. •. 
J. T. Craig . · ·.·:·:' .. ·· 
Elizabeth Craig 
Samantha Russell 
James .B. Russell 
Aim Russe~l 
Johri.,T. Maloy 
Mary J. Maloy 
John M. Bates 
.~argaret H. Bates 
·Rebecca McClure 

. A.: C •. Peck .. , . 

. ·w. s. Moore,·. 

.. )1.daline .Bat~s 

•:: 

Mary L. Hanks 
Cyrene Buchanan 

,: ~ : . . ..... ~ .. 

··;: ~ ,; .: 
. · ..... . ·.·;;· :·.· 

•• ·~. • • '} • • •••• 1. •. I ..... :· - ·.·: 

Elizabeth Blair 
Julia.Hagood 
Fanny Hagood 

·- ·· Sarah ·tdks · 
· · ·,. ·. ·· · ·:'.Elizabeth· Ba.t~·s 

· · · · · . ..;._ · Ai'.fred Mitchell.­
. : ···. ·· Jorui:.:M:i\cfieli .. 

... , .+ho~a.(K.· Hagood.:._·· 
., .... _,.. .. . Georgf? Hagb_C?~. , .. '~ 

·. :-·. ·William Bates' 
· · ·E:d~ard ·Btichanan 

. Mary ,Jane White 
' Flora Arin white 
1·· :Susan Iriks· · 

·'' F'arin:r Lacy ·· · 
Leonard. ·'cd:i:. · 
.James carter· 

· .. ':'.Mary_ ca;rter,_1 
•• · 

l-.Eliz·a. Yates· 
. · -~ ,. ci~mentine·. Le .. ach · · ·sa.rah· · Kennan · ., 

· Ed.ward. ·:Brodie · 

·:. 

-; . 
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Early Schools of Cane Hill 

The Goodspeed history says, "Cane Hill was settled in the main by 
educated Christian people, and it early became distinguished for its 
chlirches and schools." 

It seems certain that the teaching of the children was net neglected 
even in the earliest days when houses were being built and fields made 
ready for the "planting, At least we know ·that far back in our history, 
some woman who loved to teach would gather in a dozen or so of ttie .. 
neighbors• children, charge a small tuition fee, and carry on a school : 
in her own home. 

The same.history says that a log schooi·house was built in 1832 on a 
hill near the village. Maurice Wright taught school there that year. 
Some say this was the first school and·that he was the first teacher. 
Mr. Wright was a.son-in-law of James Co\llter who moved here ih:1830. 
Next year J. B. Russell, another son-in-law of Mr. Coulter, was the 
teacher for the school. 

In.1SJ4/ ·two years before Arkansas. became a state, a meeting was 
held in Cane Hill Meeting House to plan for a p.e.rmanent school, the 
call for the meeting having been made by Rev. Andrew Buchanan who 
lived by the spring at Prairie Grove. Rev. Samuel King was present at 
that meeting and either he or Rev. Ben Pierson presided. The tr\l,stees 
chosen at that first meeting were: Col. John McClellan, Dr~ Robert 
Bedford, Rev. John Carnahan, Rev. Jacob Sexton and Col.· Lewis Eva:ns·. 
St. Stephen B. Johns was secretary of the board. 

In April 1835 the school was opened and-. was kept up with more o:r: 
less regularity until it was incorporated on December 26, 1850, and 
called··· Cane· Hill Collegiate Institute, During these years the bes:t:­
teachers· available were employed. Not many names have come down to us, 
but we know that one of the early teachers was Robert Minor Winn, who 
came from Louisville, Kentucky to Monroe County, Misso.uri, in 1839. He 
came to Cane Hill from Flint District, Cherokee Nation. He taught here 
for some tiine and married Tabitha Bates in 1841. An address he gave at 
the opening of the school year is in the hands of his granddaughter, 
Mrs.F.W.McElwee of Fort Smith. 

In 1850 Thomas G. Mccollough from Illinois was at the . head of the 
school, with Samuel Doak Lowry as his assistant. At this ti.me there 
was one school building;, a brick house of two rooms which ·5·tood on the 
hill directly west of the village, the one we call the 110ld College 
Hill. 11 In 1851 Rev. Robert M. King came to be president of the Insti­
tuee and either then· or the next year Mr. McCollough went to Cane Hill 
Female Saminary, becoming its president when it was chartered in Dec­
·ember 1852. 

The Collegiate Institute prospered and pr_ospects were so bright that 
the ambitious :and ·courageous .conununity .. took another forwara··step, and 
on December 15·; 1852, secured a charter for the school and changed its 
name to Cane Hill College. . Two extracts from the Act granting this 
charter follow: 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
.I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

56 

"The following persons are hereby appointed trustees of ·said college: 
Andrew Buchanan, James B. RE.5-~~-11; --~e~~- ~! __ :ij_ag_~oo; Samuel McColloch, 
George Morrow, Isaac Talkington and Anderson Cox. 

11 The faculty of said college shall have power to confer such degrees 
in the arts and sciences upon the students thereof, or upon such other 

·:·persons, :as in their judgement are worthy of them, as are usually «:on­
ferred by· colleges and universities in the United States; and to ·grant 
diplomas or certificates thereof, which shall be-signed by the Presi:.. 
dent and professors of said college and sealed with the common seal of 
the:. cor~or.ation,. to authentica;te and· perpetuate such graduati~n. '.' 
.-. : . . . ' ~ .· 

,_·;It ·must· have been about this· time . that the school· was given· a .fine 
bell by·a steamboat captain ·whose name has been lost. This·captain­
wrote to his friend, Rev. John Buchanan, that his boat had· been sunk 
in the Arkansas River, and that he would be glad to give its bell to 
the college if some one would come for it and would get it hauled up 
from t·he bed of the river. John Rankin Pyeatt then took an ox cart and 
d"?'OV'e to·.van:.Buren, the place.where the boat sank, got the be11 raised 
and ·bro~ht · it back over the rough mountain roads to Cane ·Hill. 

'To the people of.the countryside this was a very.welcome·gift;a bell 
being needed so much more in those days than now. It was:,· and stiil .. 'is, 
a sweet-toned bell and could be heard for miles around. Now it served 
to call pupils to school on school days and to call ·them to chl.irch on 
Sundays. It served !Im sad occasions too, for it wa-s always- tolled ·rrom 
the time a funeral· ·procession left'·the home until it reached the church. 
The bell was damaged ·.in the fire that destroyed the· ·college building 
during the wa.I'.· It- wa·s badly cracked and couldn 1t be used.-· ~Somehow or 
other, the people-collected enough money to send the bell to a foundry 
in:·cincinnati:," Ohio~ to be re-cast.. It was' shipped to .Van Buren: :and 
again brought from there to Cane Hill. A separate belfry.was built,. 30 
or 40 feet from the building erected after the war. The tone of the 
bell is as sweet today as it was when Uncle Rankin first brought it 90 
years or mor.e ·ago.: ....... · .:· 

· The college built a new frame building in·.1854.: One:room'-in the··sec­
ond .story was fitted up for a library and for a literary society ·room, 
and· one room 'on' the lo.wer floor· ·was used for .a.: laboratory. They raised 
$5, 000 and bought some · 11philoso13hical apparatus.,, . other rooms were •for 

."'.class.rooms. :: · · .·.:: · · ... ·: .. · · ·. · :, · ·. ··:·; .. ,, : : 
.. ;._.' .. :·.:·::·"!_ . . .·.: ., . 

At the time of the Cane Hill Centennial ·fu 1927-~· ·Mr. T~J.Shannon of 
Evansville wrote: 11I went to school at Cane Hill, to King and Lowry, 

:in 1854'and 1855. They had a fine school. My sisters went to New Town 
·to·!school, to a Female ·semi.nary •. > We .walked.'from Fly· Creek to school 
·.but. :we. did not mind that ~ one day our, teache:r·:·told . us boys. to bring a 
goose· quill and he would ·make -us a pen. I :hunted .and·,.cciuld not .find 
ariy~ I picked ti.p a stick and kribcked' a goose over.to· get· a quill,·: and 
wi:en _I" got her, I f oun~ ~er ne~k. :"t?roken. .. . · ··. 

:.. . . . ..... . 
11I thought there never could be any improvements made.' on school 

bui~dings, as our college had two rooms with double doors to make one 
··.-big room~ When the closing.of school came, it was a·grand time for us 

:· c·~µ:dren. ·I remember we·u; ··.I · had my fir st neckt·ie and : white· shirt with 
·~pleated.bosom. I had to speak. r·got awfully w~alit·in'.my knees· but I 
':·spoke"my' piece·; ···· ,_ : · . ·: · ..... ·· . .. . .. 
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"We had to get three pages of .the dictionary and define every word 
of it. If you missed three ·wor.ds, you got a whipping, if some one . · 
didn't go your security. 

111 went to school with Henry Pyeatt, Chris Kirby, the Kidd boys, 
Hagood boys, McColloch, Braly. I lived two years on Fly Creek, on .the 
place known as the S31n Reed place, then left there ·and came to Evans­
ville to live. " -.JAM Es 

In 1856 J. Walker Drake, son of Wesley..Drake of Drake's Creek near 
Cincinnati, was graduated with the degr.ee of Bacreelo:rof Arts. The 

following year James H. Crawford took the same degree, was elected to 
a place on the faculty and taught one or'two years. 

During the school year of 1856 Reverend King resigned and went back 
to Missouri. His wife was a half-sister to the three Braly men, Messrs. 
Carrick, Frank, and Sam Braly • 

. For a year or more Mr. Lowry served. as Acting President. An address 
he gave before "the Patrons and Pupils of Cane Hill College, Boonsboro, 
Arkansas, June 23, 1854" is still preserved .. at Major Earle's old home, 
as is Major Earle'~ inaugural address delivered in·l859. 

Pleasant Buchanan taught with Mr. Lowry, and Rev.W.C.L.Quaite, whose 
was kin to Uncle· Pylant or.: to his wife, was appoirited Financial Agent. 
He collected some money and.some notes which, while :good when given, 
were worthless after the war~ 

A third building wa_s added in' 1858, a 2-story .brick, 43 x 75 feet, 
which cost $6,00C. This n~w building was ready for use at the fall 
opening in 1858. There was a fourth building, not on ·the campus; its 
date of erection is unknown. This was a house often called the "Uncle 
Buck Hause 11 bec.ause the money to build it was given by the Rev. Andrew 
Buchanan of Prairie Grove,· who was usually spoken of as 11Uncle Buck." 
This was to be used as a home for young ministerial students at Cane 
Hill College. This home, situated a short distance south of the campus, 
was not burned when-the. College was,as it was being used as a hospital 
for wounded soldiers. . · 

This white-painted building faced south and there were wide porches 
all the way across the front, both upstairs and downstairs. A wide 
staircase went from the downstairs porch to the upstairs porch, and 
two large bedrooms opened on..that upper porch. Another stairway was in 
the hall at the back, with a bedroom on each side, above and below. A 

-'dining room and a kitchen, ·built toward the west, joined the main part 
of· the building at the back, forming an ell, with a narrow hallway 
connecting them. 

This house was used for rhurch services for three years after the 
war, the partition between the two large front rooms being taken out, 

·making one large room with a fireplace at each end. The Ayers family 
·:bought this place some years after the war and lived there many years. 

After that. i"t changed hands many times. Mr. G.Russell, Mr.Fogg, Mrs. 
Griffith, Mr. G. W. Morrow, Dr. T.E.Hodge, Mr.Hubert Yates, and others 
owned it at different times. The house burned in the summer of 1937. 
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.The next President was Rev. F, R. Earle of Greenville, Kentucky, a 
grad1:1ate·: of_ Cumberland University,. who reached Cane Hill in time to 
begin the spring-term of 1859. Rev. William P. Gillispie, another Cum­
berland University graduate, came about that time. to be· a .member of. 
the . ~~_culty. 

In J\ine of 'that year the first "Catalogue of Cane Hill C~llege" cµid 
tfi"e .11.First Catalogue of Cane Hill Female ~nary", bound together in 
one small booklet, were issued. Five or six pages are missing from the . 
only copy still known to be in existence. The student list 1s missing, 
except for the last page on which appears this record: 

-W. W. Sisk, Brownstown 
John M. Troutt, Cane Hill 
Garrison D. Troutt, Cane Hi"ll 
C. Johnson Vann, Ft.Gibson, C.N. 
Samuel·H. Walker, Brownstown 
George Webber, Flint, C.N. 
J. Montgomery Wilson,, Cane Hill 
Maurice Wright, Cane Hill 
John Wright, Flint, C.N. . ... 

Total numper (students) ~ 88 . 
'· On that same -page "Candidates for the Ministry"~ are nameci; "ele~en in 
all, They were: B. Baggarly, Samuel H. Buchanan, Thomas J .• Cci.ldweli, 
John E. Dickson, Frank M. Latta, Jasper N. Brigance, John T. Buchanan, 
J. B~ Daniels, James G. Hagood·; -.Lcyi C. McDaniels, w. W. Sisk. The 
graduating class that year con~isted of two young .. cousip~, Samuel H. · 
Buchanan and John Thomas Buchanan, both young pre~chers .as. is. shown in 
the list above. Two more of these preacher$ graduated in 18~0_: James 
Galitzon Hagood and Frank M. Latta. All f~ur of these became ministers 
-;in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Mr .Hagood died. during the war, 
a Confederate Captain. The two· Buchanans ministered to churches in 
.Arkansas arid Texas, and Mr.Latta was pastor at RussellVille and other 
points in that section. . .. '· ' 

· The College closed its doors in May 1861, . .The President and other 
"'niembers of the faculty, and most-..of the .meri in :the community, marched 
· aw~y to war. .. :'. 

The education of the girls had not been neglected-all.these years, 
even though the College took only boys. There hac:l°been schools for 
girls at both "the upper end" and "the lower end;..of the hill. 11 Small 
boys went to these schools.too. 

.. Some. time near 1840'- a. log- school house w~s ·bW.it.· at 11the .lower end 
of· the Hill", on the Cox· farm near, where Clyde is now~ Rev.~· Samuel 

··Newton taught there .several years, am· the. _vi:U'age . that grew ·up was 
c·alled Newton. The·y named the school· 11Th.e Elm Gr_ove School'1 .• After Mr. 
Newton was gone, Thomas G. McCollough taok his· place. He ·bocµ-ded at 
:the home of Uncle Pylant and his wife Aunt Cis. Uncle Pylant· admired 
Mr. McColl6ugh immensely. ·.This Mr. Mc.C~lough. was not related .to the 
··McColloch ·family living here, the names being spelled differenify~ 

. . 

Soon :students wer-e coming:< from nearby qounties and from the".Indian 
·.Territory and.- I!lOre r0om.was Deeded ... A fram~ house was iuilt ne~ where 
. the Yates· store H~· now, most·:of the ·e::tt:Pen~!= borne by J. B. Rtlssell. . . . . ... ... 
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When Ylr. McCollough went to the Collegiate Institute in 1850, Miss 
Abby Coleman, a New England schoolmaam, was made principal, but ·she 
left after one or two years and Mr.McCollough came back. School pros­
pects were so bright that the ambitious people secured a charter from 
the legislature, on December 10, 1852, giving the Cane Hill Female 
Semi.nary the right to grant degrees. Trustees were: Benjamin Pierson, 
George Morrow, Jesse M. Blair, Guilford Pylant, William McClellan, 
Benjamin Routh, Isaac Spencer, James B. Russell, Robert King, Andrew 
Buchanan, Isaac Talkington, Benjamin Carnahan, John M. Williamson, 
John Spencer, James A. Hagood. 

In June 1854 Mr. McCollough resigned the presidency. of the Female 
Seminary and Miss Etta M. Lord of New York took his place. She taught 
two years, then went to Califorl1ia. She married a Mr. Baumgardner .• In 
1856 a new two-story frame building was erected and Rev. Newton Givens 
of Mississippi, a Cumberland Presbyterian preacher, became president. 
There was a music department. The music room, with the piano that had 
been hauled up from Van Buren over the rough mountain·roads, was on 
the south side at. the front. Miss Mary Bellar was one of the· earliest 
teachers of music,: if not the first. .She married Mr. G. Russell and 
lived at the old Russell home southwest of Clyde where Buford Colburn 
lives now. 

There were some changes in the Seminary board since 1852, some names 
gone and two new ones on the roll: James W. Yates and Gen. W. T. Neal.· 
Rev. W.A.L.Quaite, Financial Agent of Cane Hill College, now was· serv­
ing Cane Hill Fema.J_e· Smrinary in the same wa:y. 

At the "Upper end of the hill", an outstBnding teacher was Miss· 
Laura Grahmm of DeWitt, New York. She graduated from Mt.Holyoke Semin­
ary in 1848 or 1849 and came to Cane Hill soon after her graduation. 
She taught in a one-room log schoolhouse, loved her work and her 
pupils, and was beloved by all. She was still· here when talk of war 
made it seem likely that the nation might soon be divided. Loving the 
people and the country as she did, she was free from sectional prejud­
ices, but her home and her people were in the north, and both she and 
her friends thought she should go home while going was possible. Rev. 
John Buchanan took her to Springfield, Missouri, where she had rela­
tives. She .stayed th!?re for some time, and later married William Box­
ley, a Southern man and a slave-holder • .She died in California in 1884. 
There were other teachers before Miss Graham but no one is left to 
tell about them now. 

Those Confederates who lived to get home again, reached Cane Hill 
in the summer of 1865. They found that most of Cane Hill, including 
the buildings on the College campus, had been burned by Federal troops 
on November 12 and 13, 1864, Only the Dormitory was left of all that 
had stood for so much sacrifice and so many hopes. This Dormitory 
which had been·. built for a boarding house for young preachers was now 
the only place in which to hold public services. In this house, Major 
Earle began teaching in September 1865,and perhaps Capt.James Mitchell 
taught with him. These two men, and Prof. Andrew Buchanan, kept up 
schools either in this house or in the White Church, for three years. 
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As soon as families had a roof over their heads, ·and fields were 
fenced well enough to protect cropa, preparations were made to rebuild 
Cane Hill College. There was little money, of course, but labor, stone 
and lumber could be donated. Lime for mortar could be burned near· by. 
J.A.L. McColloch and Capt. J.P. Carnahan were in charge of the work of 
building, in that summer of 1868, and they finished their work on the 
ffilturday before the first Monday in September, the day on which school 
was to open. It is said that workmen worked until· dark that Saturday 
night • 

. So again C~e Hill College, housed in its own·debt~free building, 
':fas carrying on. Again, students were coming from over the state and 
from the Indian Territory. Naturally few were prepared for College 
work, but the teachers provided for all, giving such work as was need­
ed. Many of the pupils had been out of a school room for years. 

In 1874 Professor Mitchell left to take a place on the faculty of 
the state university and he 
Mitchell was Lizzie Latta, 
pioneer family at Vineyard. 
Solon Bourland, followe Mr. 
a year or two. 

and his family moved to Fayetteville. Mrs. 
a daughter of John Latta, member of the 

Prof. Harold B:>urland, a son of Senator 
Mitchell as teacher, but stayed here only 

Cane Hill Female Seminary was never rebuilt. Different teachers 
taught schools for girls. In 1869, which was, as a.paper by Miss Mary 
Mann puts it, 11 the second year of the· reign of Ulysses, Powell beiilg 
tetrarch of Arkansas", a schooi for girls was begun, and a new house 
built for ·it which was to serve as a ·school house and Methodist church 
too. The trustees were: Dr. ·will1am Welch, White McClellan, Lambert 
Ayres, Rufus Seay~ "and others." Bob Hayes, whose.wife was Miss Fannie 
Lacy, a sister of Mrs. Alice Edmiston·.and Mrs. Annie Edmiston, was the 
contractor in charge of building the house. The upper story was used 
as a lodge ·room by. the . Masons for a ·t~e. · · 

Miss Florence Wilson was principal of the school and Miss MolJ.ie 
Ayres taught·music. The school started well and next year.Dr. Harrison 
Welch was at the head. Having the girls' school in the Methodi.st 
church started the custom of speaking of that church building as 11 The 
·seminary", and this persisted as long as the building stood. Some time 
in the early 1900• s, Dave Pharr, whose wife was Nannie Bean, bought 
the .ho~se and from the lumber built his home on the Aunt Susan Hagood 
place; the home now ovmed by Clint Davis. Miss .. Florence Wilson went .to 
Tahlequah,· where for many years she was ·principal of the Cherokee 
Female Seminary. .Miss Mollie Ayres married Dr. Kelle.am of Charleston 
and lived there. · 

Mi.ss Corey of .Tiverton, ·New Yo:rk, · and Miss Allen of Walpole, Massa­
chusetts, seem to have taught together at the White Church.. Their· 
school drew patronag~ ··from neighboring counties and from the Indian 
Territory. 
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A schoolhouse was built a little distance south of the Moore and 
Pyeatt mill, across the lane leading up to the Moore home, and that 
served young ladies of the neighborhood for some years. Miss Josephine 
Griggs from Fleming, New York, taught there soon after.' her graduation 
from Mt .Holyoke: l'f.irs. Mary Pyeatt remembers going· to school in Miss 
Griggs'. day. Miss Corey and Miss Allen were Mt.Holyoke::'stuclen~s too. 

. 
This last schoolhouse mentioned also came to be called "The S~minary" 

and th~ name stayed with it even after Will Moore bought the house, 
made it ;into a residence, and rented it to a long succession of rent-·' 
ers. Mr.Fogg, the cabinet maker, whose fine pieces of walnut .furniture,_ 
are still to be found here, lived in the house when his cmldr.en were 
of school age. The house later burned. · · 

In 1875 the girls' school, with Dr. Harrison Welch at the head, and 
Cane Hill College united, Dr. Welch being made "Principal of the Young 
Ladies Department. 11 So now Cane Hill's sons and daughters went to the 
same school. . The College .catalogue for that year gives one course of 
study for the Fe:rti.ale Department and a slightly different one for the 
Male Department~··There were five on the facUlty: Rev. F.R. Earle, Rev. 
H. M. Welch, Capt. J. P. Carnahan, Miss Betty Welch (music), and Mrs. 
Amanda B. Earle (painting). Fourteen studied music and six painting. 
There were five candidates for the ministry: I. A. Gaithe~, Walter 
McClure, S. D. Givens, F. T. Dougherty, W. C. Brodie. 

The next y~ar Major William Quesenbury, a veteran of the War with 
Mexico, taught "Drawing and Painting" and had ten pupils. He was a 
poet, editor, artist and soldier. His wife was Emily Parks of the 
pioneer Parks family, and the Quesenburys made their home in the White 
Church neighborhood. They afterwards lived in Fayetteville, then moved· 
to Neosho, Missouri. 

In 1882 Dr. Harrison Welch went to Fayetteville to be Principal of 
the Preparatory Department of the University. Later he taught in· ·the 
Prairie Grove Institute, but spent his last days here at ~?:Ile Hill. 

In 1885 Major Earle resigned the presidency, and Rev. J.P.Russell;:a 
graduate of Cumberland University, was elected president. .·'Mr .Russell 
was a nephew of Uncle Jimmie Russell and was one of the,eigh:t orphan 
children reared in Uncle Jimniie '· s home. He began his ~chool work· in 
September 1BB5, with Miss Minnie A. Goodman of New York to assist. 

It was in October of that year that the College burned. Dr. H.L. 
Routh had been called to Tim Deffenbaughs that night (th 10th) and 
when he came out from there ab9ut midnigh,, he saw that the school 

· ··· bUilding was. blazing. He galloped down the road into the village, cry­
-· irig 11 Fire,;_FireV' Those who reached the fire first discovered that the 

fir~ had be~n' sE:lt ··at the northwest corner where it might burn longer 
without be:lng··seer(by town folks. The difficulty of getting water up 
the hill made it impossible to save the building. The Methodist con­
g!'egation -immediately offered :the use of their church, and this, with 
the lodge room above it, a,nd _the residence across the street, the one 
in which Mrs. Ethel Marler lives now, housed the school until the new 
brick building was ready for use. Rev.Mr.Russell, G.W.Morrow and Miss 
Goodman were the teachers. 



I 
62 

. T~e brick build~g still standing and which is·used by the public 

I . · .school riow was finished "in the fall of 1886 and has been in use ever 
.. : .~in~e Mr .Russell resigned and Major Earle again ·too~ the wor.k. rn·· the 

·new ".building, A.R •. Carroll and Mi_ss Goodman taught with him·. Miss Good-

1. man married Dr •. John .Cole, son of Sam Cole, and taught for a year or 
two longer, then they moved to Crawford County. Mrs. Lizzie White Bush 
also taught a year or two • 

• •. ~• r •• , . 

I 
I 

".··-_· ~ith the state university so near, the College could · not compete 
·: with. a tax-supported school. . Also. patronage had been declining for 
·:·.y~ar,s ~. So, about 1890, or perhaps a little later, the ~chool ceased to 

offer ·college work. The public school has used the building since. 

I Mr. Braly• s article in the "Publications of the ·Arkansps Historical 
. Association, narr.es J. Walker Drake and James Crawford as early gradu-

1 
ates. That was before any catalogue had been publish~d. ·Later names 
are taken from a. catalogue of the early 80 1 s, as follows: . . . . . . 
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1859 
.' .. S. H. Buchanan 
· 'J • T. Buchanan 

. 1860 
F. M. Latta 
J. G .• Hagood 

. -.~· ·~ : 

.. 1873 
J.·A. Rice· 
Elijah B. Perkins 

1874 
W. N. Yates 

18'(6. 
J. S. Edmiston 
Lizzie :Blackburn 
Lou P. McClellan 
E. W. Yates 

1877 '. 
wa.iter· T. McClure.:· 
Mary Mock 
Callie Mock 
Eila B. .Tydings . · · 
Atµanda Smith ..... 
Etta Mann 

1878 
Lizzie White 

,. 

1879· 
James White 
John Shipley 

.. . .... 

1881.: 
Nettie Cole 
Eva CBrnahan · 
Alfred Carnahan 
H. W. Moore 
S. H. West 

1883. 
Stella Carnahan 
Mary Clem Carnahan 

1884 . 
Clara Earle .. 
G. A. McBrid~ . 
R. F. Adair . 
J. W. Sullivan 

These are the names given·in the 
.catalogue, but so~e others are re~ 
membered, .inclu~in&: 

Morton Rutherford, p~obably in '82.· 
-_His brother, W. B.Rutherford, either 
·in that year or a. ~~ar later. . . 

J. T. Maloy and. 
C • R. Moor~, a_bout 1888 pr 1889. 

... .. . . 
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Both Female Seminaries, the one at what is now Clyde -- before the 
war -- and the one that was in the Methodist Church in the ?O•s, had 
music teachers on their staff, and there had been other teachers who 
gave lessons in their homes, but it seems certain that Miss ~tty Welch 
was the first teacher of music on the faculty of Cane Hill College. 
She began her work when the College opened its doors to young ladies 
or soon after. Her home was where Ike Cox lives now, the house built 
by her father, Christopher Welch, when he brought his family here from 
Alabama. 

Miss Belle Yates of New Orleans followed Miss Welch as music teacher. 
She married her cousin, Dr. W.N.Yates, and went to Cincinnati to live, 
later going to Fayetteville. Their daughter, Hazel Yates McMillan, 
taught music for years and for a time was head of the Music Department 
of the University. 

After Miss Belle was married, Professor Iblgaruki taught for a year 
or two. He was an exiled Russian nobleman, and said he had been a 
pupil of Rubenstein. While teaching here he lived in Prairie Grove, 
boarding at the home of a Mrs. Garrison. Twice a week he walked the 
eight miles to Cane Hill in the morning and back in the evening. There 
was no bridge over Marrs Creek at that time and he would wait on the 
creek bank for some wagon to come along in which he might cross, or 
for some man on horseback who would give him a lift on 11the back side 
of his horse 11 , as the Professor put it. There were times, though, when 
he waded the creek, and to provide for such an emergency he usually 
carried an extra pair of socks in his pocket, for a change if needed. 
He was very strict in his music teaching and very stern if the pupil 
hadn't practiced, but he is remembered by some as a very kind teacher. 
From here, he went to Cincinnati, where he stayed a year or longer. 

Miss Lillie Irwin of Greenville, Kentucky, a niece of Major Earle, 
taught music at Cane Hill for one year, and Miss Kit~ie Earle of Madi­
sonville, Kentucky, taught for three years. Miss Mary Clem Carnahan, 
daughter of Capt. J.P.Carnahan, then taught for one year. She married 
Dr. H.W.Moore, son of W.S.Moore. 

Then Miss Mary Harris, whose father was head of the public school in 
Prairie Grove, taught music here for two years. During her stay here, 
her family moved to Evansville and lived there four or five years. She 
married Dr. Park of Hot Springs. Miss Ella Lake, daughter of Col.M.F. 
Lake of Viney Grove, taught for three years, then went to Tahlequah to 
teach in the boys school there. She married Sam Barnett and they built 
a home on part of the Lake farm. She died in February 1940. 

Miss Mary Healy, whose father was one of the old-time drurmners, was 
here for a short time but didn 1 t finish out the year. Her home was in 
Fayetteville at the time, but after her marriage she lived in St.Louis. 
It was about this time that school teaching was turned over to the 
public schools, and no effort was made to keep a music teacher in con­
nection with the school. 

;•. 
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Nancy hC1)..'"W:.'ll 
10299 Alder Court 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 

July 2, 1987 

i·Jashington County Historical Society 
118 E. Dickson St. 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 

Enclosed, with my compliments, is the index I compiled for 
Ellen Earle Richardson's EARLY SETTLERS OF CANE HILL. With 
so many names in the narrative, I believe the index will 
make it much easier for readers to locate a particular fam­
ily or individual. I listed married women twice, on9e under 
their maiden surname and once under their married surnam~. 
I did not change any spellings, and indexed them as I found 
them in the narrative. 

I believe I found all names, but due to the great number of 
them, perhaps a few may have been overlooked. I just wanted 
to do this as a service to readers. As time allows, I will 
index other ~vCHS publications I have that lend themselves to 
indexing. 

I hope you don't mind my taking this task on myself, but I'm 
sure the index will save much time in locating people. 

Sincerely, 

\_/flt/_/cSkj- Lf'rlt1.1;!wdl 
Nancy Maxwell 

__ _J 
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